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XP REMITTANCES BY MAIL. “A postmaster may en- 
close money in a letter to the publisher of a newspaper, 
to pay the subscription of a third person, and frank the 
letter, if written by himself."—Amos Kendall. 

Some of our subscribers may not be aware that they 
may save the postage on subscription money, by re- 
questing the postmaster where they reside to frank their 
letters containing such money, he being able to satisfy 
himself before a letter is sealed, that it contains nothing 
but what refers to the subscription. [Am. Farmer. 
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Firoripa war. The following letter from Wash- 
ington puts the best face, we presume, upon the 
einployment of the bloodhound; but what can com- 
pensate for the impression to be made on the civi- 
lized world by the fact of a Christian people em- 
ploying brute beasts as allies against the untutored 
savage? 

Extract of a letter from Washington to a gentleman 
in this city. 

“The arrival of the bloodhounds in Florda has 
caused much conversation and some excitement 
here. I learn, on inquiry, that the late governor of 
the territory (Call) sent out to Cuba, colonel Fitz- 
patrick of the legislative council (and not of army), 
for those animals. The secretary of war neither 
suggested the importation, nor has he sanctioned 
their employment; but has, I learn upon good au- 
thority, given orders that if the dogs are used 
against the Indians at all, it must be only as fol- 
lows: Each dog to be muzzled so as to make it 
impossible that he shall be killed by the Indians, 
or bite or worry one. The conductor, holding the 
leash, trots along, on foot or horseback, by the 
side of the dog, pnt upon the tract of the Indians. 
It is said that this species of hound will follow, b 
the nose, the track of any given man for days to. 
gether, and at an interval of thirty or fifty hours. 
It is thought by the people of Florida that, in this 
way, the enemy can be followed with certainty 
into their most secret fastnesses—hammocks and 
swamps. The conductors, imported with the 
hounds, are not fighting, but timid men, and will not 
move astep without troops at their heels, nor ap- 
proach near enough to see or be seen by the 
enemy.” [.4merican, Feb. 6th. 





KesumpTion. A resolution has passed the se- 
nate of Tennessee requiring the banks in that state 
to resume specie payments forthwith. Should the 
stock banks refuse to comply with the requisitions 
of the resolutions within 60 days, the attorney ge- 
neral is directed by scire facias to require them to 
appear and show cause, if any exist, why their 
charters should not be declared forfeited, 

REPEAL OF CHARTERS. The legislature of Ohio 
have decided, by a solemn vote of both houses, 
that they have the right to repeul any act of incorpo- 
ration. 

The preamble and resolution setting forth this 
doctrine, were adopted by the house on the 20th of 
January. New York American of Feb. 6. 





SUSPENSION LEGALISED. The senate of Michi- 
gan have negatived a resolution directing the com- 
mittee on banks to bring in a bill requiring the 
banks of Detroit to pay all their notes and liabili- 
ties on demand in specie. 

Vou. VII.—Sic. 25. 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
The packet ship Philadelphia, at New York, 
brings London papers to the evening of the 27th 
December, being two days later than our last ad- 
vices, 

Cotton continues firm. The demand for bread- 
stuffs is on the increase; and money is not in as 
great demand as at our previous dates. 

The lords of the treasury have refused to allow 
the importation of foreign flour into Ireland, in the 
face of a large memorial from Bellast. 

The London Times of the 27th says that money, 
without being in any great request, still commands 
interest at the rate of six per cent. per annum at the 
stock exchange. ‘ 

The Herald says that the chartists have again 
commenced holding secret meetings in London. 

The news from America by the British Queen 
was considered favorable; more so than had been 
expected. 


The ship President had arrived from New York, 
with 1,800 bbls. of flour. 

Mr. Sauzet, the ‘administration’’ candidate, had 
been elected president of the I'rench chamber of 
deputies, by a handsome majority. 


The French have gained further advantages over 
the troops of Abd-el- Kader, in the neighborhood of 
Algiers. 

The Carlist general Cabrera, in Spain, has been 
repulsed in an attack upon Berga. 


The Journal du Havre of the 23d announces that 
he French minister of marine had ordered a general 
levy of seamen throughout the fifth maritime dis- 
trict, including all, the seamen employed on land 
and in the arsenals. This measure was to com- 
plete the manning of the squadron in reserve, of 
which the minister ordered the preparation with all 


possible despatch. 


A difficulty, it seems, has taken place between 
the captain of the British frigate Racehorse and the 
French inhabitants of an establishment in Guiana. 
The Paris papers make as much noise about it as 
did those of London, not long ago, about some 
squabble between certain French and English of- 
ficers on the coast of Africa. 

The prince de Joinville arrived at Algiers on the 
23d December. 


Official notification of the late king of Dentmark’s 
death had been sent to the court of France by the 
chevalier de Koss, the Danish envoy extraordinary, 
who also presented his credentials from his new 
sovereign. The court was ordered into morning 
for the late king. 

London, Dec. 27. The contents of the letters and 
papers brought by the British Queen steamboat 


Y | have given satisfaction to the commercial interests 


connected with the U. States. It appears to be the 
general opinion that mercantile affairs have taken a 
more favorable turn in America, which it is to be 
hoped, will be participated in shortly on this side 
of the Atlantic. 

Our readers will see, by a treasury minute in- 
serted in this day’s paper, that ministers will keep 
faith with the country respecting the reduction of 
hpostage, whatever may be the result on the re- 
venue. 


London, Friday, half-past 2 o'clock. Now that 
those commercially counected with the U. States 
have had time to compare notes, the feeling is pret- 
ty general that the accounts received per the Bri- 
tish Queen are much more favorable. 


Two o’clock. The money market is ina very 
tranquil state, and the only occurrence likely to 
distuib it for the present is the occurrence of the 
4th of January, which, when commercial affairs in 
a thriving condition, is generally what is termed a 
heavy day. 

Corn exchange. There is little doing in wheat, 
but holders are not at all disposed to take lower 
rates, and speculators have turned their attention 
more to bonded flour, or to wheat in the Baltic, 
where prices have advanced to 48s. for Rostock. 

There are buyers of flour in bond, say Silesian at 
Sis. and American at 32s. per 186 Ibs. nett. 

The latest advices frou Havre give the review of 
the week ending the 2{st instan{, from which it ap- 
pears that business had not been very active of late, 





| and that there had been butlittle alteration in prices. | 








Liverpool, Dec. 26. Cotton market. The sales 
this day are 4,000 bales at steady prices. The 
transactions are wholly to the trade. There has 
been a good business done in the cotton market to- 
day—about 4,000 bales principally American de- 
scriptions have been sold, no change in prices. 

The funds are not affected to any extent by those 
temporary pressures, which only prove the abun- 
dance of wealth in the midst of the scarcity of mo- 
ney. Consols, for the opening, have realized 92 to 
q to-day, being a shade higher. Exchequer bilis 
have been quoted 4s. to 2s. discount, and India 
bonds 7s. discount. Bank stock, 177 to 178. The 
share market has been almost deserted this morning. 

Importation of flour prohibited. ‘The committees 
of the Belfast public bakery lately addressed a me- 
morials to the lords of the treasury, praying that. 
they might be permitted to import foreign flour into 
Ireland, as the people of England may do in Eng- 
land. 


At present American flour can be purchased in 
England for about 24s. percwt. whereas the best 
flour here costs from 27s. to 28s. though the Ame- 
rican is about 2s. per cwt. better. Yet we are not 
permitted to import a pound of the latter article, 
at a time when Irish flour is unfit to be used in our 
bakeries! 


This is one of the many evidences which we have 
of the monstrous laws thatinterfere with our supply 
of food. The following isa reply to the memorial 
above referred to: 

Treasury chambers, Dec. 19th, 1839. 

Genllemen: The lords commissioners of her ma- 
jesty’s treasury have had under their consideration 
your memorial, praying the removal of the prohi- 
bition of the importation of foreign flour into Ire- 
land, and their lordships have directed me to ac- 
quaint you that they cannot comply with your re- 


quest. I am, gentlemen, your i obedient ser- 
vant. . GORDON. 
Lhe Belfast Flour and Bread company, Belfast. 


FRANCE. 

Wednesday being Christmas day, the French 
chambers did not meet; but on Tuesday M. Sauzet 
was elected president of the chamber of deputies 
by a majority of 172 out of 274 votes. The oppo- 
sition in a mass, to the number of 92, voted for M. 
Odillon Barrot. 


The speech from the throne appears to have pro- 
duced much disappointment in the French capital, 
and the only phrase in it which has given general 
satisfaction is that which declares that France will 
never relinguish its conquests in the north of Africa. 
With that exception, the speech is considered to be 
moderate, even to despondency, and people wonder 
why Louis Phillip has been induced to speak in so 
huinble atone. 


Respecting the state of the war in Africa, the 
Moniteur Parisian of Monday night contained the 
following: 

‘Government has not yet received any detailed 
report of the affairs which took place on the 14th 
and 15th instant, between Bouffarick and Blidah. 
We have however, received the following on the 
subject: 

“On the 14th, at the moment when the moveable 
column, composed of the 2d and 17th light infan- 
try, 400 cavalry, and four pieces of artillery, was 
leaving Mered for Blidah, it perceived the enemy 
in the plain. As soon the troops of the Emir were 
within reach, the cavalry fell upon them, and our 
Chasseurs attacked the Arab infrantry, who had 
been thrown into disorder, with the sabre, and drove 
therm into a ravine. 

The infantry completed the dispersion of the 
enemy and pursued them into the underwood which 
covers the first declivities of the Atlas. A great 
number ef bodies were left on the ground by the 
fugitives. Several Arabs, at the moment when 
our soldiers feil on them, cried out ‘grace!’ They 
were Souaves, who had passed over to the enemy; 
our cavalry showed them no pity. During this 
combat, about 300 Arab horsemen were endeavor- 
ing to maneuvre on our rear, and 100 Chasseurs, 
who formed the rear guard, received orders to at- 
tack them vigorously. The Arabs were overthrown 
at the first shock, and after having lost a great 
number of men and horses, fled in all directions. The 
column then marched on, and passed the night in 
{uc upper camp of Blidah. 
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At 6 o’clock in the morning of the 15th, whilst a 
convoy was proceeding from the camp to the town 
of Blidah, the 2d light infantty supported by the 
artillery, marched againstthe Arabs who had shown 
themselves at the foot of the Atlas, between the 
town and the Chiffa. The regular infantry of Abd- 
el-Kader was again dispersed, and experienced 
still greater losses than on the preceding day. The 
2d light infantry which fought under the eyes of 
the 23d-and 24th of the line, who occupied the camp, 
acquired by this affair new claims to the esteem of 
the army. 

After this check the enemy no longer ventured 
to eo . regular troops; some horsemen and 
a few Kablyes alone continued to fire on the plain. 
Every thing is quiet at Koleah and in the Sahel. 
On ‘this side the enemy has not attempted to ap- 
proach ourlines. On the 16th a moveable column, 
commanded by colonel Lafontain, was :manevring 
between the Aratch and the Hamise. If they 
should have succeeded in coming up with the ene- 
my, he has, without doubt, again received a severe 
lesson, for the troops were full'of ardor.” 

The Toulonnais of the 20th inst. brings letters 
from Algiers of the 16th, which however add little 
to our previous accounts. When the Phare left, 
two squadrons of cavalry were engaged with the 
Arabs, near the Maison Carree, 20 of the former, 
including a chief of squadron and another offi- 
cer, remained on the field. Abd-el- Kader wassup- 
posed to be still at Medeah, but was shortly ex- 

ected on the banks of the Chiffa, where the main 

ody of his forces was encamped, under the eom- 
mand of his lieutenants, Berkani and Embareck. 
Marshal Valle being apprehensive of an attack 
against his country seat, which is situate within 
half a league of Algiers, had caused the furniture 
of it to be removed to the fort of the emperor. 

The camps of Ouel Chandel, of Harba, and the 
Arrach, and generally all the fortified points, 
which formed the connecting link between Coleah 
and Bidah, had been evacuated by the French, 
leaving the Arabs masters of the entire plain. 
According toa letter from Blidab, the loss of tle 
French in that quarter amounted to 200 nen. One 
company of the 24th regiment, consisting of 104 
rank and file, and their captain, M. Thowas, had 
been decapitated by the Arabs. 

The Moniteur publishes the following telegra- 
phic despatches: 

‘The maritime perfect to the minister of marine. 

Toulon, Dec. 22. 

According to the report of the captain of the 
Neptune it was rumored in Algiers, that on the 
11th the column commanded by general Rulhieres, 
whilst proceeding with provisions to the camp of 
Koleah, had had near Maelma a serious engage- 
ment, in which the Arabs had been again defeated. 

“The same report states that a vessel which ar- 
rived from Oran on the 18th had-brought intelli- 
gence of the resumption of hostilities in the west. 
The .chief of the Garabas had been killed in an 
affair against our troops.”’ 

The Monituer also states that by the last report 
from Africa the number of sick in the various hos- 
pitals had diminished. The number, which was 
on the Ist Nov. 2,390, had been reduced to 1,778 
on the Ist inst. 

The Gazette Piedmontese of the 19th observes, 
with regard to the eastern question, that ‘the in- 
tervention of the great European powers in the 
difference between the porte and Mehemet Ali had 
not yet entirely ceased, but that it was so modified 
as to be merely negative. England, France and 
Austria. had declared to the viceroy—lIst, that he 
might open if he pleased, direct negotiations with 
the porte, but that the powers would not grant 
their sanction or guarantee to any peace that did 
not rest on an equitable footing;—2d, that no coer- 
cive measures would be resorted to against Mehe- 
met Ali, unless in consequence of the advance of 
his army into Asia Minor or of any other aggres- 
sions against Turkey on the part of Egypt.” 

Paris, December 24.—Funds.—Five per cent. 
112f. 15c.; four and a half per cents 107f.; four per 
cent. 102f. 50c.; three per cents 80f. 40c.; ex- 
change on London, one month, paper, 25f. 20c.; 
money. 25f. 20c.; three months, paper. 25f.; money 
24f. 97 1-2c. Last prices.—Five per cents 112f. 
40c.; three per cents 80f. 55c. 

HOLLAND. 

Rejection of the budget. The Hague, Dec. 23. 

In the sitting of the second chamber to-day the 


debate on the budget for 1840 was opened. The 
following document was first read: 

‘Noble and mighty lords. In consequence of 
your request that we would take into consideration 
the project of law for a loan to be charged on the 
colonies, it becomes necessary to provide means 
for completing the ways and means to cover the 
expense of 1840. With this view we submit to 
your consideration the subjoined project of law, 
recommending you to God’s holy keeping. 

“WILLIAM.” 

‘The Hague, Dec. 21.” 

This project is for producing a sum of 11,220,000 
florins, to meet the expenditure of 1840; and like- 
wise asum of four millions of florins, which is 
required for the Syndicate, making together 
15,741,000 florins. 

The chamber then proceeded to the debate of 
the budget which was rejected by 50 members 
voting against, and only one for the project of law 
for fixing the expenditure for 1840, so that his ma- 
jesty was to be requested to take it into further con- 
sideration. 

His excellency the minister of finance then de- 
clared that he was authorised by his majesty in this 
case to withdraw the budget of the ways and 
means, as well as the project of law presented 
this morning. 

Amsterdam, Dec. 24. The budget is rejected. 

Dec . 25.—250 hhds. of tobacco (Virginia) had 
gone off by auction at 26 to 36 centimes per 4 
killo gramme. 


JAMAICA. 

The New Orleans Picayune of the 12th ultimo, 
contains the following intelligence from Jamaica. 

By the fast sailing British schooner Will Watch, 
arrived last evening from Montego Bay, Jamaica, 
we have received full files of papers up to the 15th 
of December. 

The new governor of Jamaica is said to be very 
popular, and compels the negroes to work. 

Another slaver. Her Britannic majesty’s schooner 
Skipjack had brought into Montego Bay a prize, the 
Portuguese brig Ulysses, with 529 slaves on board, 
which she captured off the Isle of Pines a few days 
previous, after a chase of 12 houfs. The captain, 
Fernandez, a Portuguese, escaped with 13 passen- 
gers, chiefly captains of captured slavers, and six 
negroes. Fernandez took with him about $8,000. 
Flour was very scarce at Montego Bay, and it was 
feared that the slaves would meet with the saine 
fate which had befallen a previous lot brought in 
thie die for the want of the proper farinaceous 
food. 

The government of the island of Jamaica has pass- 
ed a law laying a duty of 2s. 6d. sterling per barrel 
on all flour imported after the 81st of December, 
1839, and proportionate duty upon pork and several 
other articles of produce—said laws to continue in 
force until 3Ist Dec. 1840. 


TRINIDAD. 

Emigration to the British island of Trinidad.—T he 
New York Sun says: We have received by the ship 
Metamora, captain Lowe, just arrived from Trini. 
dad, a most encouraging account of the colored 
emigrants who went out in this vessel in October 
last, under the protection of the government. Of 
the two hundred who went out, every individual 
had employment the day they landed, and in one 
or two instances the most intelligent obtained em- 
ployment as overseers at $500 per annum; no one 
receives less than $1 per day, and rations, and the 
most earn $1 50 per day. Captain Lowe is highly 
spoken of as a commander, and the Metamora will, 
we understand, sail again with emigrants about 
the first of next month. The ‘Trinidad papers 
speak inthe most flattering terms of the persons 
gone out, and invite as many agricultural laborers 
as will also go, promising them high wages and 
every advantage. 


HAVANA. 

The steam ship Natchez at New Orleans brings 
dates to January 11. The only news is the resig- 
nation of the governor, general Ezpeleta, on the 
10th, on account of ill health, and the arrival from 
Spain on the next day of his successor, his excel- 
lency Don Pedro Tellez de Giron, prince of An- 
glona, who landed from the Spanish frigate Isabella 
II, under a general salute of artillery, and was re- 
ceived by all the troops of the capital. 

The new governor of Cuba, is the prince of An- 





glona, a perfect Tacon of a fellow. 
INTERESTING CONGRESSIONAL TABLES, 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
Appoiniment by the president, by and with the ad- 
vice-and consent of the senate. George W. Jones 
to be surveyor of the public lands for the territo. 


ries-of Wisconsin and lowa, the Ist day of April, 
1840. 


Anthracite furnace. The smelting of iron ore 
with anthracite was considered to be an object of 
such importance to these interested in the iron 
works of Pennsylvania, that a considerable sum was 
offered by several persons of capital and liberality to 
any one who should keepa furnacein blast with 
that fuel for three months. The successful result 
of the experiment was announced some time ago; 
the space of three months, however, elapsed but 
lately, when Mr. William Lyman, the superinten- 
dent of a furnace in Pottsville, called upon the com- 
mittee who were to be the umpires in the matter, 
and invited them to witness the results of his under- 
taking. A public dinner was given on the occasion, 
at which the committee, with Nicholas Biddle, esq. 
at their head, were present, after having examined 


the scene of Mr. Lyman’s labors and other iron works 
in the borough. 


Mr. Biddle’s speech, in reply to a complimentary 
toast, contained many interesting particulars rela- 
tive to the manufacture ofiron, and the vast import- 
auce of the mineral resources of Pennsylvania, Iron 
and coal, those two great elements of wealth, were 
now united, and both made to subserve one common 
purpose of utility. He stated that, within the last 
five years, iron and steel had been imported into 
Pennsylvania alone, to the amount cf forty-nine 
millions of dollars, notwithstanding the fact that the 
state abounded with the native raw material to an 
extent almost illimitable. The United States con- 
tain at least eighty thousand square miles of coal Jand 
exceeding sixteen fold all the coal regions of Europe. 
One uninterrupted range of coal formation extends 
from Pennsylvania to Alabama,—a distance of nine 
hundred miles and contains fifty thousand square 
miles—a surface greater than the whole superficial 
area of England,—Of the fifty tour counties of Penn- 
sylvania, thirty have iron and coal in them; of her 
44,000 square miles of territory, 10,000 teem with 
these indigenous materials of national wealth. Great 
Britain possesses in all but 2,000 square miles of 
coal and iron lands; the state of Pennsy|vania, there- 
fore, alone contains resources five times as great as 
are those of the country which takes from us an- 
nually ten millions of dollars for manufactured iron. 


In a general view of the condition of the coun- 
try, Mr. Biddle referred to the course of trade for 
some time past, and stated that within the last ten 
years we had imported silks to the value of 118 
millions of dollars, wines to the amount of 40 mil- 
lions, and iron worth 84 millions; in all, articles to 
the amount of 243 millions of dollars, and these 
too, of products which might either have been dis- 


pensed with to a great extent, or supplied from 
home resources. 


In allusion to the state debt of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
B. spoke of it as being no object of dread. If Eng- 
land can pay the interest of her national debt of four 
thousand millions of dollars from her domestic means 
and industry, there seemed to be little cause of ap- 
prehension in regard to Pennsylvania, possessing, 
as she does, such abundant elements of native wealth. 
This observation may be applied to all the states of 
this union. Let but the policy of the country be 
directed towards fostering domestic industry: let 
the sentiment generally prevail that our only reli- 
ance for independence is upon our own labor and 
the indigenous materials which nature has so libe- 
rally supplied at our hands, and there need be no 
cause of distrust in reference to the future. The 
vast regions included within the territory of the 
United States are filled with the embryo germs of 
national wealth, which require only the aid of art 
and industry to become productive to an extent 
which the past history of the human race is inade- 
quate even to typify. It is fortunate for us that our 
mountains abound with coal and iron instead of 
gold and silver; that our soil yields not spontaneous 
fruits; that our climate breathes not the enervating 
temperature of the tropics. We have a high des- 
tiny offered to us upon nobler terms; to win it will 
show that we deserve it. Every production wrought 
out of the elements which the earth furnishes will 





stand as a witness of manly effort, as well as of the 
bounty of nature. [ Balt. American, Jan. 31. 


{c}-The following tables, stating in a succinct and distinet form, the one the votes, &c. for spezker of the honse of representatives, and the other, the poli- 
tical, &c. complexion of the committees of the senate, have been handed us for insertion. They are compiled by a gentleman of Pennsylvania, of much in- 


dustry and research, and exhibit at one view the whole subject. 


We hope hereafter to be able to avail ourselves of his services for the benefit of our readers, 


UNITED STATES SENATE—Committees of the U.S. senate appointed by the hon. W. R. King, of Alabama, president pro tem. December, 1839. This 
table details the names of the members, the state they represent, the number of each political party composing the comunittee, in figures: star (*) designates 
Van Buren. In order to have a comparative view, alongside on the right hand columns, is the number of the political party on each committee, also in 
figures, appointed by vice president, Johnson, September, 1837, being his first act in the chair. 
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387 
; 1839. 1837. 
Committees. V. Buren. Oppo. V.Buren. Oppo. 
Penn. Ky. Va. Ohio, N. C. 
1 Foreign, Buchanan,” Clay, Roare,* Allen,* Brown,* 4 1 4 1 
N.Y. 0. N. H. Lou. Mass. 
2 Finance, Wright,* Benton,* Hubbard,* Nicholas,* Webster, 4 1 4 1 
Ala. Mass. Maine. Lou. Mich. 
3 Commerce, King,* Davis, Ruggles,* Mouton,* Norvell,* 4 1 4 1 
Ga. S.C enn. Ohio, os Gs 
4 Manufactures, Lumpkin,* Preston, Buchanan,* Allen,* Knight, 3 2 4 | 
: ou. Md. Mo. N. on. 
5 Agriculture, Mouton,* Spence, Linn,* Brown,* Smith,* 4 1 3 2 
Benton,* Prestin Wall,* Pisree * Nichvias,* 4 1 4 
6 Militar nton, reston, all, lerce, icholas, i 
de Ala. Ind. Vt. Ark. Ohio, 
7 Militia, Clay,* Smith Phelps, Fulton,* Tappan,* 3 2 3 ee 
Maine, N. J. Ga. N.C. hio, 
8 Naval, Wilhams,* Southard, Cuthbert,* Strange,* Tappan ,* 4 1 4 1 
Miss. Ark. Ala. Vt. ich. 
9 Public lands, Walker,* Fulton,* Clay,* Prentiss, Norvell,* 4 ‘ 4 1 
Mo. Ark. Del. Lou Con. 
10 Private lands, Linn,* Sevier,* Clayton, Mcouton,* Betts, 3 2 4 i 
en. Ark. Mo. Ind Vt. 
11 Indian, White, Sevier,* Linn,* White, Phelps, 2 3 3 2 
N. H. Til. Md. Me. Con. 
12 Claims, Hubbard,* Yong,* Merrick, Williams,* Betts, 3 2 4 1 
Con. Ten. Ky. R. . Ill. 
13 Revolutionary, Smith,* White, Crittenden, Knight, Robinson,* 2 3 3 2 
N.J Del. N.C. Ky. Ind. 
14 Judiciary, Wall,* Clayian» Strange,* Crittenden, Smith, 2 3 4 i 
Ill. a. R. 1. Ark. Miss. 
15 Post office, Robinson,* Lumpkin,* Knight, Fulton,* Henderson,* 4 1 4 t 
Til. Vt. iss. M Ind. 
16 Roads and canals, Young,* Phelps, Henderson,* Spence, Smith, 2 3 5 0 
N Vi. Ind. Va. Con. 
17 Pensions, Pierce,* Prentis, White, Roane,* Betts, 2 3 4 1 
Md. Ky. Ga. N. J. Del. 
18 District of Columbia, Merrick, Crittenden, Lumpkin,* Southard, Clayton, 1 4 4 i 
N. Mass. t. Ill. Md 
19 Patent office, Sugnge,° Davis, Prentiss, Robinson,* Spence, 2 3 3 2 
% rk. a. 
20 Expenses of senate, Knight, Fulton,* Lumpkin,* ae ae ee er a 2 1 2 1 
Ind. Miss. Vt. 
21 Congress bills, Smith, Henderson,* Phelps, i mE - 1 2 2 1 
60 41 76 25 


Of the 21 chairmen of speaker King’s appointing 17 Van Buren, 4 opposition. Of the 21 chairmen of vice president Johnson’s appointing 19 Van Buren, 
2 opposition. It appears, however, that speaker King has shewn a little more liberality to his opponents than vice president Jolirson. From the Globe and 
Telegraph, two leading papers at Washington, agreed to a few votes on the returns of all the states, except South Carolina, it being the only state that voted 
by the legislature; Telegraph claimed a few thousands majority, Globe no return as follows: 


Globe. Total. Telegraph. Total. 
Van Buren, 762,149 : 1,498,875 Van Buren, 754,217 1,527,017 
Opposition, 736,736 § Maj, 25,413 Oppositicn, 772,800 § Maj. 17,983 


From these returns, if the sovereign voice has any say in public bodies, it appears the opponents is entitled to one-half of the chairmen and committees.— 
Vice president Johnson’s popular vote 653,762. ? 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER OF THE 26TH conGREsSS, 1839. The election of this officer caused two weeks contention and wrangling, occasioned by the 
dispute in reference to the New Jersey members. In order therefore to have a fair view of the proceedings, the following statement places each member 
to his a aay state, shewing distinctly how he voted and for whom. The eleventh ballot, on the 16th December, resulted as follows: 


lates. HunTER, Va.— Opposition. Jones, Va.—Administration. 
Evans, Vandall, ; ‘ . 


1 Maine, 2 Lowell, Clifford, . ‘ : ‘ , ; 2 
2 N. Hampshire, : : , j QUES ee ee ‘ Atherton, Williams, Shaw, . ; . ‘ : 3 
3 Massachusetts, — o> tong er aaa vane Briggs, esa: Pes bp ermenter, Williams, : : 2 


9 
4 Rhode Island, ee heen ar R ‘ ° : ‘ Met 
5 Connecticut, Trumbull, Storrs, Williams, Osborne, Rockway, Smith, ‘ 6 

3 


~~ ee ewes 2 OV a ewes fF Oe ereSS”,mClC<‘“ MC! 


6 Vermont, Hall, Slade, Everett, ’ ; ‘ ; ; ‘ Smith, ; ‘ ; ‘ ; > ‘ 1 
7 New York, Hoffman, Curtis, Monroe, Johnson, Palen, Hunt, Barnard, Brown, ; 
Russell, Wagner, Chittenden, Clark, Grinnell, Morgan, Gran- memes L eaderpeel, Fine, Ely, Hand, Allen, Leo- 
ger, Marvin, Fillmore, Mitchell, Gates, Peck, : RP te i es : ‘ ° - ul 
8 New Jersey, eng m ; 1g , " : ‘ , 1 
9 Pennsylvania ergeant, Tolland, Naylor, Davies, James, Edwards, Simonton ‘ ‘ 
. Cooper, Ogle, Biddle, Henry, . : = : Keim, Petriken, ; : ; : 2 
10 Maryland, Dennis, Johnson, Jenifer, , > : 3 Thomas, Worthington, Hillen, Carroll, Thomas, . 4 5 
11 Virginia, Wise, Botts, Taliaferro, Hill, Mercer, Goggin, Hopkins, 7 ; prem 7 ma ot Banks, Dromgoole, Lucas, Bierne, John- a 
12 N. Carolina, Rayner, Stanly, Deberry, Fisher, Graham, Williams, 6 Shepard, McKay, Hawkins, Hill, Connor, a . 5 
13 8, Carolina, Holmes, Thompson, Pickens, gg, he Sumter, Butler, Gri 7 Rogers, ; : ‘ . ‘ \ 1 
14 Georgia, Warren, Nesbit, King, Cooper, Black, Colquett, Habersham, 
: ahaanee ah Alford, ‘ ; : . e ert 
15 Kentucky riplet, Underwood, Williams, Anderson, Green, Pope, Graves, 
White, Andrews, Davis, . ° " ° . 10 } Butler, I 
16 Alabama, Crabb, Dillett, . , Al 2 
17 Louisiana, White, Chinn, Garland, . A , ‘ ‘ eee 
18 Tennessee, Carter, Williams, Campbell, Bell, Gentry, Crockett, Williams, 7 McClellan, Blackwell, Turney, Brown, 4 
19 Illinois, Stewart, . : : : : ; ee 
20 Indiana, Proffit, Raridan, - : ; ‘ . ; 2 Smith,Howard, . ; : ‘ a 2 
21 Ohio, te. Corwin, Morris, Bond, Ridgeway, Mason, Allen, Gid- af et Doane, Parrish, Taylor, Sweeny, Hastings, Swear- 
ings, . 7 . . . . 8 in en, . . . . . . ° 7 
22 Missouri, a . . Miller, 1 
Inall, 119 55 


For Keim, of Pa. Beaty, Davis, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Morris, Hook, Leet, McCulloh, Marchand, Paynter, Morris, Newhard, 
Wagener, Pa. Bynum, Montgomery, N. C. Duncan, Leadbetter, O. Lewis, Hubbard, Ala. Samuels, Va. Rogers, N. Y. Robinson, Del. 24 

For Casey, of Ill. Brewster, Montayne, Doig, Dana, N. Y. Carr, Wick, Ia. Bovd, Kv. Craig, Va. Johnson, Tenn. Reynolds, Ill. er ah <a> Se 

For Pickens, of 8. C. Thompson, Brown, Miss. Coles, Va. Rhett, S. C. Medill, O. Waterson, Tenn. Chapman, Ala. Starkweather, O. . 

For Atherton, of N. H. Burke, Eastman, N, H. Jackson, Floyd, N. Y. : , ; ‘ , : : : 

For Thomas, of Md. Casey, Ill. Jones, Va. Mallery, N. Y. . : ; : : 

For Starkweather, of Ohio, Crary, Mich. for Clifford, of Me. Davee, Me. for Howard, of Ia.Davis, Ia. 

For Boyd, of Ky. Jamison, Miss. for Lewis, of Ala. Smith,Me. . 5. : . 

For Davee, of Me. Fretcher, Vt. Parris, Anderson, Me. 


bo 0 te hm 


Scattering votes, — 


Ripka In all 112 
RECAFITULATION—Oppositiou, 119; administration, 112; whole number, 231; majority, 5—necessary to a choice, 116; majority, 8. : 
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We are indebted to the Madisonian for the following table of the committees of the house of representatives: 





The organization of the committees of the house of representatives. The subjoined is speaker Hunter’s appointments of standing committees of the 26th 
congress. ‘The state to which each member belongs is superadded. The number of the political party on each committee in figures on the right hand co- 
lumn; with speaker Polk’s appointments of the 25th and 24th congress, also on the right hand columns. 


Names of the 30 


Hunter, 26th Polk, 25th Polk, 24th 


) congress. congress. congress. 
committees. THE NAMES IN ITALICS ARE SUPPORTERS OF MR. VAN BUREN. s = : 
, 5 — : 
Sh § Boe 
Va. Pa. N. H. Mass. _ S.C. N. Y. Me. N.C. . Ga. AO oe ee 
1 Ways andmeans Jones, Biddle, Atherton, Lawrence, Rhett, Vanderpoel, Evans, Connor, Cooper, Se €:> Boe Soe 
Ga. N. Y. Gum: 2 8 Teun, . N. oe. wy. 
2 Claims Dawson, Russell, Banks, Giddings, Williams, Gentry, Fill, Galbraith, Mallory, 5 4 2 7 1 8 
Md. La. N. H. Pa. ya. Me. Va. Ohio. 
3 Commerce Curtis, Hillen, White, Burke, Toland, Habersham, Parris, Botts, Weller, Oe eee ee 
s i S.C. Mass. Va. , oh a N.C Ky. Ind. Vt. e. 
4 Foreign affairs Pickens, Cushing, Dromgoole, Granger, Bynum, Hawes Howard, Everett, Clifford, 5 ee ee 3 
moe Pa. Mich. N. Y. enn. Ohio. Va. Ga. Con. N. Y. 
5 Judiciary Sergeant, Crary, Hoffman, Turney, Mason, Samuels, = Storrs, Barnard, og Sooner BS 
Ohio. Il. Mass. Mich. Ky. N.C. a. Ala. Miss. 
6 Public lands Corwin, Reynolds, Lincoln, wit White, Fisher, Garland, Hubbard, Thompson, Ben) @ 1 § 7 2 
N. C. a. Ala. . 2 Ohio. Tenn. Ky. S.C. Miss. 
7 Post office McKay, Hopkins, Chapman, Marvin, Leadbetter, Williams, Anderson, Butler, Brown, eee 6 le at 
‘4 Tena. S.C. Mo. Va. Ky. Ohio. N. Y. S. C. Va. 
8 Military Johnson, Thompson, Muller, Coles, Kemble, Allen, Monroe, Sumter, Goggin, ok. a ee ee 
aii Pa. Tenn. S.C. Pa. Md. Ohio. |e Ky. Ohio. 
9 Militia Kiem, Carter, Griffin, Wagner, P.F. Thomas, Goode, Rogers, ‘Triplett, Ridgway, ee 4. £8 
' Va. N. J. t. Va. Mass. N.C, 8. C. N. Y. hio. 
10 Revolution. claims Craig, Randolph, Hall, Taliaferro, Parmenter, Montgomery, Rogers, Ely, oem, 6. 3 .5 \o" B. 2 
5. C. Va. Re ¥ Ohio. Ala. Tenn. N. C. Con. Va. 
11 Elections Campbell, Rives, Fillmore, Medill, Crabb, Brown, Fisher, Smith, _ Botts, ee , ae 4 
Id. Tenn. Va. N Me. RO , R. I. Ga. N.C. 
12 Dist. of Columbia Johnson, Williams, Bierne, Clark, Davee, Graham, Cranston, Black, Hawkins, BS ae ae ae 
; Mass. Me. Ohio. Ind. Ohio. Tenn. Vt. Tenn. Pa. 
13 Pub. expenditure Briggs, Smith, Bond, Rariden, Duncan, Crockett, Hall, Waterson, McCulloch, 4 5 3 6 5 4 
; Va. Ind. Ky. _Va. N.C. Pa. Con. Ohio. N. YX. 
14 Revolution’y pen. Taliaterro, Carr, Andrews, Sleinrod, Rayner, Davies, Brockway, Taylor, Hand, 4 5 5 4 4 5 
, Ky. Ohio. N. Y. Ohio. N. Y. Me. Pa. N.Y. Pa. 
15 Invalid pensions Williams, Morris, Chittenden, Doane, Strong, Randall, Morris, Palen, Edwards, 3 é -"s ee 2 
Mass. Ga. Vt. ee Md. Va. N. Y. N.H. Pa. 
16 Manufactures Adams, Nesbit, Slade, Tillinghast, Worthington, Dromgoole, Mitchell, Eastman, Davis, 4 _ .  - 4 
: N.C, Md. Tenn. Vt. Pa. N. H Ohio. ‘ Pa. 
17 Agriculture Deberry, Dennis, ~McClellan, Smith, Hammond, Shaw, Sweeny, Doig, Hook, 7 2 4 5 7 2 
Md. Mass. S.C. ie N. Y. Me. Pa. a. Ind. 
18 Naval affairs F. Thomas, Reed, Holmes, King, Grinnell, Anderson, Robinson, MHolleman, Proffit, 5 4 5 4 5 4 
Ill. La. Mass. _ Ala. Ind. Ky. Mass. Mo. La. 
19 Private ’'d.claims Casey, Garland, Calhoun,  Dillet, Wick, Butler, Hastings, Jameson, White, eo Ro 4° 6 seers 
. Tenn. N.C. Ga. Ark. La. N.C. Va. N. Y. Ind. 
20 Indian affairs Beil, Williams, Alford, Cross, Chinn, Shepard, Lucas, Hunt, Davis, 4 966, 7O) 4 &. rng 
Ky. Md. Pa. Tenn. Il. N. Y. Ky. N. Y. mm & 
21 Territories Pope, Jenifer, Ramsey, Campbell, Stewart, Brewster, Davis, Montayne, Fine, 4 5 5 4 6 3 
a Ky. Md. _ Va. Ind. Ohio. N.C. Ga. Tenn. 
22 Roads, canals Ozle, Graves, Carroll, Hill, Smith, Starkweather, Rayner, Colquitt, Blackwell, 4 4.72 7 
Va. Mass. N. Y. Pa. N. Y. 
23 Accounts Johnson. Lawrence, Johnston, Marchand, Floyd, o v6 ss “ 3 9 3 9 3 2 
N. Y. Ohio. Pa. N. Y. 
24 Unfinis’d business Peck, Parish, Jackson, James, Dan, “c st 6 “ 3 2 1 4 2 3 
Ky. N.C. Ala. Me. Con. 
25 Expend. st. dep’t. Underwood, Bynum, Crabb, Lowell, Trumbull, 2 ° i: wa Pe ee 2 l 4 
Me. N. H. Con. Ga. os Es 
26 Trea’ydepartment Evans, Atherton, Osborne, Warren, Jones, “ * = a se 3 2 1 4 
Lou. Ind. N.Y. S.C. Pa. 
27 War department Garland, Howard, Wagner, Holmes, Cooper, “ as “ a 2 3 2 3 4 1 
Mass. N. Y. a. Ky. Pa. ' 
28 Navy department Saltonstall, Vunderpoel, Simonton, Green, Gerry, % sa , 6: S25 BoB phoebe ® 
ene ey Ky. Me. Ky. N. Y. 
29 P. O. department Marvin, Boyd, Lowell, Davis, Brown, " ” ” a 8 Rich? Qe Bund 
N.C. Pa. N. Y. Pa. i 3. 
30 Ex. pub. buildings Stanly, Fornance, Gates, Henry, Earl, - - * 6 a ee 5 ae 





116 122 127 111 139 99 


26th congress, by speaker Hunter, of the 30 chairmen, 9 Van Buren, 21 opposition. Of the members 116 Van Buren, 122 opposition; in all 238. 
25th congress, by speaker Polk, of the 30 chairmen, 19 Van Buren, 11 opposition. Of the members, 127 Van Buren, 111 opposition; in all 238. 
24th congress, by speaker Polk, of the 30 chairmen, 20 Jackson, 10 opposition. Of the members, 139 Jackson, 99 opposition; in all 238. 

Speaker Stevenson occupied the chair 8 sessions—speaker Polk 4 sessions—together about 12 years. 


Indemnily for slaves. Payment has actually been 
made by the British government for the slaves 
wrecked from American coasting vessels, at Ber- 
muda, and liberated by English law. 


We have from Washington a copy of ihe corres- 
pondence between the two governments communi- 
cated to the senate, and the sum of £23,500 was 
voted for this purpose by the house of commons, 
on the 5th of August, as Mr. Stevenson says, ‘‘with- 
out a division, and after little debate.” 


Lord Palmerston, however, in a letter of 2d May, 
announcing the purpose of the cabinet to recom- 
mend such an appropriation, refers Mr. Stevenson 
**to the correspondence which has already passed 
between them on this subject, for the reasons which 
will prevent the British government from admitting, 
either now or hereafier, any claim for compensation 
in respect to claves thrown within British jurisdiction, 
after the period when slavery was abolished in the 
British dominions. [New York American. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Between the governor of N. Jersey and the speaker of 
the house of representatives U. States. 
Stale of New Jersey, 
Executive department, Trenton, Jan. 24, 1840. 
Srr: | herewith transmit a copy of a preamble 
and resolutions passed by the legislature of the state 
of New Jersey at their present session, and request 


tives to the 26th congress from the several states, 
now assembled at Washington. I have the honor 
to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. PENNINGTON, gov. of N. Jersey. 
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, a represensative from Va. 


House of representatives of the United States, 
Washington, Jan. 30, 1840. 
To his excellency, gov. Pennington. 

Sir: I have received, through you, the resolu- 
tions of the council and general assembly of New 
Jersey, a copy of which was ordered to be trans- 
mitted to ‘the honorable R. M. T. Hunter, a repre- 
sentative from the state of Virginia,” with a ‘“re- 
quest that he will lay the same before the other 
representatives froin the several states, now assem- 
bled at Washington.” As an individual, or as a 
member from the state of Virginia, I should always 
esteein it a distinguished honor to be selected as 
the organ through whom the sovereign stateof New 
Jersey might be pleased to express its wishes and 
opinions. But as Ihave no right to suppose that 
the council and general assembly of New Jersvy 
have designed thus to distinguish me individually 
and to the exclusion of the honoiable member from 
that state who with others constitute the present 
house of representatives, I feel bound to conclude, 
upon this consideration, and from the general tenor 
of the resolutions themselves, that they were sent 





tbat you will lay the same before the represeuta- 


to me on account of the station which I at present 
occupy. 


Under these circumstances, I beg leave most re- 
spectfully to decline to lay these resolutions before 
the house over which I have the honor to preside, 
as virtually they seem to deny my title to the office 
of speaker, and the right of those who have in- 


vested me with that trust. 


The house of representatives of the U. States of 
America, having elected a speaker, has a right to 
expect that all communications made to it through 
its organ should be addressed to him in his official 
capacity. Under this view of the case, it would 
seem that I cannot comply with the request of the 
council and the ,eneral assembly of New Jersey, 
with a due regard to the dignity of the house, or 
without admitting by inference that it had confer- 
red upon me authority which it had no right to 
give, and that I myself am discharging the func- 
tions of an office to which I have no title. These 
are admissions which I am not prepared to make. 

In thus stating my views in reference to the re- 
quest made of me, I raise no question as to the pro- 
priety of the resolutions themselves, or as to the 
right of the council and general assembly of New 
Jersey to adopt them. 1 only refer to them as they 
relate to my Official station, to show that I am in- 
fluenced by no want of respect for the constituted 
authorities of the state of New Jersey, but govern- 
ed entirely by asense of duty to the house, of which 
I am the organ, and which may expect that 1 shall 
not lay before them communications which refuse 
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to accredit me as such, I am not disposed to cavil 
about mere matters of form, nor do I imagine that a 

ersonal disrespect was intended to be offered to me 
by those whose station and dignity alike forbid such 
a supposition. But when an omission of form seems 
designed as a mode of denying the rights and privi- 
leges of the house of representatives, of which f am 
the organ, it becomes my duty to do nothing which 
may recognise the propriety of such an omission. 

[ have retained the copy of the resolutions trans- 
mitted to me until I shall be further advised by your 
excellency of any other disposition which it may 
be proposed to make of them. 

In concinsion, [ beg leave to express my regret 
that I should be unable to comply with any re- 
quest made of me by the council and general as- 
sembly of New Jersey. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, R. M. T. HUNTER. 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

Correspondence in reiation to the northeastern boun- 

dary question, communicated by the president of 

the United States to the senate. 

Execulive department, Saco, Dec. 12, 1839. 

Srtr: Having seen in the public prints extracts 
from some of the provincial papers, stating that two 
regiments of British troops had been stationed at 
Temiscouata lake, in the disputed territory, I have 
been induced to inquire of your excellency whether 
there be any foundation for these reports. A move- 


. ment so clearly in violation of the arrangement en- 


tered into through the mediation of gen. Scott, I 
shall not periwit myself to believe your excellency 
would make, without stronger evidence than a news- 
paper paragragh. 

he extreme sensitiveness of the public mind 
upon this subject, I trust your excellency will per- 
ceive, affords additional reasons for an early expla- 
nation. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your 
excellency’s obedient servant, 

JOHN FAIRFIELD, governor of Muine. 
His excellency maj. gen. sir John tlarvey; lieut. gov. 
province of New Brunswick. 


Government house. 
Frederickton, (N. B.) Dec. 19, 1839. 

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, 
this day, of your excellency’s letter of the 12th inst. 
Whatever movements of troops may have taken 
lace on the side of Lower Canada have been made 
y authority superiorto mine; but l apprehend they 
have consisted, not of two regiments, but of one or 
two companies, (as small a detachment as can well 
be mate to so great a distance consistently with the 





undersigned by the British authorities in the pro-|it were, of new proprietary claims upon the lands 


vince of New Brunswick, make it the duty of the 
undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary, to call the 
immediate and serious attention of the govern- 
ment of the United States to the extensive and un- 
scrupulous, (although it is to be hoped and believed 
the unauthorised) acts of encroachment which con- 
tinue to be carried on by the people of the state of 
Maine, within the line of the disputed territory. 

It is unnecessary here to recapitulate the terms of 
the several agreements which were entered into in 
the months of February and March last, first be- 
tween the secretary of state of the United States and 
the undersigned at Washington, and afterwards be- 
tween the lieutenant governor of New Brunswick, 
the governor of Maine, and major general Scott, of 
the United States army, for the purpose of averting 
the danger of local collision upon the frontier, pend- 
ing the final settlement of the boundary question be- 
tween the governments of Great Britain and the 
United States. The terms of those agreements, and 
their true intent and meaning, are sufficiently well 
known. Her majesty’s authorities have, on their 
part, not only scrupulously adhered to the letter and 
spirit of the engagements referred to, but they have 
been desirous upon every occasion of interpreting 
inthe most frank and liberal manner any point upon 
which a doubt or cavil could arise. 

The undersigned, however, regrets to say that 
the same correct and scrupulous observance has not 
marked the conduct of the people of Maine, or that 
of the subordinate officers employed by the go- 
vernor of the state. 

The armed posse from the state of Maine, which 
it was agreed upon should be allowed to remain in 
the disputed territory, within certain limits, for the 
purpose of guarding the timber upon the disputed 
lands from waste and spoliation, has already ad- 
vanced, it appeers, far beyond those limits, extend- 
ing its operations, and its armed occupation of the 
country, along the whole way from the valley of the 
Aroostook to the mouth of Fish river into the val- 
ley of the Upper St. Johns, and thus into a portion 
of the Madawaska settlements. All this is clearly 
at variance with the terms and spirit of the engage- 
ments signed by the governor of Maine, under the 
sanction and guaranty of gen. Scoit. 

The establishments, also, which have been form- 
ed by the persons composing the armed parties on 
the banks, both of the Aroostook and the Fish 
rivers, have assumed an aspect and character more 
decidedly military, and more resembling a_per- 
inanent national possession of the country, than can 


onsisten | be either required or justified in the civil posse 
maintenance of adue degree of discipline), for the} of a land agent, bolding, for the sole purpose of 
protection of certain buildings which have been | preventing trespasses, the temporary occupation of 


constructed for the better accommodation of her}a district which is claimed by two parties, and 


majesty’s troops on their march between the Up- 
per and Lower Provinces, and of the provisions, 
stores and other public property therein deposited. 

A copy of your excellency’s letter shall be trans- 
mitted by me to the authorities in Canada, who I 
can assure your excellency, are as anxious as I am, 
that the spirit as well as the letter of the agreement 
entered into between your excellency and myself, 
under the mediation of gen. Scott, in March last, 
should be scrupulously observed on our part. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your 
excellency’s most obedient humble servant, 

J. HARVEY, maj. gen. lieut. gov. N. B. 
His excellency gov. Fuirfield. 


Saco, state of Maine. Secretary of state to the go- 
vernor of Maine. 
Department of state, Washington, Jan. 2, 1840. 
Str: Your letter of the 28d ult. to the president 
has, with its enclosures, been received, and referred 
to this department. The information therein con. 
tained respecting the alleged occupation by British 
troops of a portion of the disputed territory had be- 
fore reached him from auother quarter, and, by his 
direction, hdd immediately been made the “subject 
ofrepresentations from this department tothe British 
minister, accompanied by a request that he would 
communicate such information in relation to the 
subject as he might have in his possession or could 
obtain from the British colonial authorities. Pre. 
suming that the desired information is to be procur- 
ed from the last mentioned source, sufficient time 
has not yet been afforded for that purpose; but I am 
instructed by the president to state that, so soon as 
an answer is received froin the British minister, its 
purport shal! be communicated to your excellency. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your excel- 
lency’s obedient servant, JOHN FORSYTH. 
His excellency John Fairfield, gov. of Maine. 
Mr. Fox to Mr, Forsyth. 
: Washington, November 2, 1839. 
Information which has been reported to her Bri- 


tannic majesty’s government in England, and inore 
recent intelligen 





the title to which is not yet settled between them. 
These establishments or stations are fortified with 
entrenchments and with cannon; and the number 
of armed men composing their garrisons is far greater 
than the occasion can warrant. A permanent state 
road is also being coustructed from the frontier 
of Maine into the valley of the Aroostook, and 
from thence on the south side of St. Johns to the 
Fish river, the object of which road is to connect 
those portions of the disputed territory with the 
towns of Augusta and Bangor, and other acknow- 
ledged parts of the state of Maine. 

It moreover appears that land surveyors, acting 
under the authority of the state of Maine, are em- 
ployed in marking out lots and townships within 
the aforesaid portion of the disputed territory; and 
that sales of lands are being made, with deeds re- 


gularly drawn under the authority of the state, as if 


those lands, lying withing a region which her ma- 
jesty’s government confidently claims to be a right- 
ful possession of the British crown, formed on the 


contrary, a recognised part of the public domain of 


the state of Maine. 

It is true that the present course of encroachment 
and the wrongful occupation of the land by the citi- 
zens of Maine, whether acting as unauthorised in- 
dividuals, or with the sanction of the authorities of 
the state, cannot in any way place in jeopardy the 
eventual rights of Great Britain, for whatever shall 
be the line of boundary between her majesty’s pos- 
session and the republic of the United States, de- 
finitely recognised and decided upon by the two go- 
vernments, either through the attainment of the 
true line of the treaty of 1783, or through the adop- 
tion of a conventional line, ber majesty’s govern- 
ment will have to rely upon the feceral government 
of the United States, in conjunction with the go- 
veroment of her majesty, to assert and carry out 
the decision, whatever may be the views and pre- 
tensions of the inhabitants of the state of Maine 
notwithstanding. 

But it is evident that the establishment, in the 


ee which has been conveyed to the; mean time, of new interests, and the growing up, as 


which are yet in dispute, may end by embarrassing 
the action of both governments; of the government 
to whom the districts shall be finally allotted, and of 
the government which will be called upon definite- 
ly to relinquish it. 

The same argument has been held, and the same 
principle has been contended for, by the govern- 
ment of the United States no less than by the go- 
vernment of Great Britain. It will be in the im- 
mediate recollection of the government of the U. 
States that when, in the year 1837, an alleged act, 
or design rather, of encroachment of a far less direct 
or objectionable character than the operations re- 
ferred to in the present note, namely, the survey of 
a projected line of rail road from Quebec to St. 
Andrew’s, passing through a part of the disputed 
territory, was complained of, and remonstrated 
against by the president, her majesty’s government 
immediately consented to order that survey to be 
relinquished. The undersigned cannot doubt but 
that the government of the United States will now 
on their part, be guided by a similar and reciprocal 
disposition. 

The undersigned, therefore, while protesting in 
the first place, formerly, in the name of his govern- 
ment, against the acts of encroachment by the peo- 
ple of Maine, above enumerated and complained of, 
urgently, also, and for the ends of peace and good 
will, appeals to the government of the U. States to 
cause those acts of encroachmen!s to be desisted 
from, in order that whenever a practical adjustnent 
of the line of boundary shall be obtained no minor 
or incidental occasions of dispute may remain to 
obstruct that final and friendly settlement of the 
controversy when the undersigned feels pursuaded 
it is the equally earnest desire of both governments 
to accomplish. The undersigned avails himself of 
this occasion to renew to the secretary of state of 
the U. States the assurance of his distinguished con- 
sideration. H. 8. FOX. 

Hon. John Forsyth, &c. &c. &c. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 

Depariment of state, Washington, Dec. 24, 1839. 

The undersigned, secretary of state of the U. 
States, having, in pursuance of directions from the 
president, requested the governor of Maine to com- 
municate to him such information as might be in 
his possession in relation to a complaint preferred 
by Mr. Fox, envoy extraordinary and minister ple- 
nipotentiary of Great Britain, in a note dated the 
2d ultimo, of alleged encroachments on the part of 
the state of Maine upon the vn in dispute on 
the northeastern frontier of the United States, is 
enabled by a recent communication from the go- 
vernor of the state, to lay before Mr. Fox, for the 
information of his government, the following state- 
ments and observations, 

With reference to the first ground of complaint, 
the undersigned is informed that, early last spring, 
the land agent of Maine despatched a small frorce, 
consisting of about twenty-five men, to Fish river, 
for the purpose of dispersing a band of trespassers 
understood to have been operating at that place, in 
consequence of which the trespassers’ camps were 
broken up, some of them driven off, and a few, with 
their teams, brought to the settlement on the Aroos- 
took, but subsequently released; that the land agent 
in further pursuance of what he deemed his duty, 
again sent a party of about the same number of 
men to the mouth of Fish river, to extend a boom 
across it, in order to prevent the timber, which had 
been cut by the trespassers, from being driven out 
into the St. Johns, and to hinder further depreda- 
tions by cutting. The object of the expedition had 
been accomplished, and the party remained on-the 
ground at the date of the governor's communica- 
tion. 

So far the undersigned is unable to perceive that 
any thing has been done by the people of Maine in 
any way contravening the spirit of the agreement 
entered into by Mr. Fox, or that of the arrangement 
proposed by gen. Scott, and subscribed to by the 
authorities of Maine and New Brunswick. In the 





first place, the territory contigious to the mouth of 
the Fish river on either side of the St. Johns, can, 
in no proper sense, be considered as included in the 
Madawaska setilement. It is distant some twenty- 
five miles above it, and the two points are not con- 
nected by any continuous occupations or settlement 
of the country. But evenif the point referred to, 
formed part of the Madawaska settlement, the agree- 
ment of the 27th February stipulated thatin the 
event of necessity for dispersing notorious trespas- 
gers or protecting public property aeppecetce from 
by armed force, the operation would be conducted 
jointly or separately, according to agreements be- 
tween the governments of Maine and Brunswick. 
Under such an agreement negotiated through the 
agency of gen. Scott, the governor of Maine Was to 





maintain within the disputed territory, under a land 
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agent a small civil posse, armed or unarmed, to pro- 
tect the timber recently cut, and to prevent further 
depredations ‘without any limitation as to the sphere 
of its operation within the bounds of the disputed 
territory. To the attainment of those ends, the ac- 
tion of the parties detached by the Maine land agent 
appears: so far as the undersigned is informed, to 
have been strictly confined. . 

* ‘As to the military aspect and character alleged 
by Mr. Fox to have been assumed by the parties 
on the Aroostook and Fish rivers, it appears that 
those despatched to the last mentioned poiats, com- 
posed, as stated, each of about twenty-five men, 
neither militia nor soldiers, but hired laborers, 
were it is true, armed with muskets, and had ex- 
tended a boo across the river, and erected a block 
house for its protection and their own against the 
nuinerous bands of lawless men, grown desperate 
by being deprived of their accustomed plunder, 
and over whom her a authorities appear to 
have exercised but little control. Such measures 
of precaution cannot but be regarded as dictated 
by prudential motives, if not by the necessity of 
the case, and the fitness and extent of the prepa- 
ration appear to the undersigned questions which 
could not understandingly be discussed away from 
the ‘scene of action, and which, of necessity, can 
only be properly decided by those persons whose 
safety was to be secured. 

Upon the Aroostook, which has been the pivot 
of the operations of the land agent’s posse, a larger 
number of men has been a They have 
also éxtended a boom across the river, and erected 
near it a fortification of hewn timber, and a few 
more temporary buildings. The twenty-five or 
thirty men stationed there are likewise armed with 
muskets, and, it is believed, have also two small 

iecés of artillery. The remainder, about one 
handed and twenty-five, have, for the most part, 
been engaged in opening roads for summer as well 
as for winter communications, and in preparing 
facilities for supplying the posse. Any prepara- 
tions ‘short of these would, it is stated, have been 
insufficient to protect the public property; and the 
authorities of Maine cannot repress a sentiment of 
suprise that these should now be made a subject of 
complaint, when, but a short time since, the es- 
tablishment was assaulted by a party of some fifty 
inén, suitably equipped, commanded by a captain 
of militia, and bearing the queen’s arins, in the 
repulsion of which the occupants displayed a spirit 
of forbearance and moderation sufficiently in har- 
mony with the avowed and sole: object of their oc- 
cupation of the territory; and that surprise is in no 
way diminished by the fact that the agents of the 
British government have just completed extensive 
and permanent barracks on the same territory, 
north of the St. Johns, and are in the habit of 
transporting troops and munitions of war over it at 
their convenience. 

The construction of the road leading into the 
valley of the Aroostook would not, it is apprehend- 
ed, have been deemed at this time a just cause of 
complaint had Mr. Fox adverted to the fact that 
the work was commenced as long ago as 1826, un- 
der an appropriation by the legislature of the state 
of Maine, and that from that time it has steadily 
advanced, so that another vear will probably see it 
completed from near Mattawamkeag Point, in the 
county of Penobscot, to the Aroostook river, ard 
thence to the mouth of Fish river, on the St. 
Johns. It is, therefore, no new project, conflict- 
ing with any existing arrangement, nor with any 
understanding to which the state of Maine has be- 
come a party, but the exercise of a lawful right 
over a portion of the territory in dispute, of and 
over which it ever has had possession and juris- 
di¢tion. ‘To say nothing of other advantages an- 
ticipated from the completion of the road, it will 
afford great facilities for preventing trespasses 
unon the public lands; and, indeed, it is considered 
that trespassing upon the streams emptying high 
up upon the St. Johns cannot be prevented with. 
out such a road. ; 

The governor of Maine considers that, in carry- 
ing on the work referred to, the state has done no 
more that is inconsistent with the respective rights 
of the parties than have the authorities of her ma- 
jesty’s province in eqngtructing, and recently, as it 
is understood, in thoronghly repairing a permanent 
mail road over a large portion of the territory north 
of the St. Johns. 

The last allegatian jn Mr. Fox's note forming a 
eause of complaint against the state of Maine re- 
lates to her management of the lands upon the 
Aroostook. In this parti¢tjlar, the undersigned is 
eriabled to observe that the proceedings complain- 
ed of differ in na way from those which Maine, 
since her separation from Massachusetts, and the 
last named state previously to it, have ever pursued 
in regard’to the public lands. For the last thirty 


years the state has been occasionally surveying and 
lotting those lands, granting them for literary, 
charitable and religious purposes, and selling them 
in small lots to actual settlers. ‘Of this right, ‘so 
long exercised, Maine alleges that she has done 
nothing to divest herself, and that the discussions 
and negotiations upon the Maine question of boun- 
dary could not have had the effect of weakening 
her title to rights she had so long been in the habit 
of enjoying. 

It is ‘with no little surprise that, in the face of 
the complaints which form the subject of Mr. 
Fox’s note, the president has received intelligence 
of her majesty’s colonial authorities having recent- 
ly stationed a regiment of regular troops, part at. 
the north, and part at the south end of Lake Te- 
miscouata, and of her majesty’s forces having com- 
menced building barracks on both sides of the St. 
Johns, at its confluence with the Madawaska. 
Such proceedings on the part of the agents of the 
British government, would, if true, constitute such 
a flagrant contravention to the existing understand- 
ing between the parties, that the president cannot 
but hope that the report which has reached him of 
the occupation referred to is founded upon incor- 
rect information. . 


The undersigned requests that Mr. Fox will 
communicate to him such information, if any, as he 
may have in his possession in relation to the sub- 
ject, and that he will, by such representations as 
the circumstances, if founded in fact, wili obvious- 
ly suggest, impress her majesty’s colonial authori- 
ties with a sense of the inexpediency and impru- 
dence of such proceedings, and of the unhappy 
a. likely to attend their persistence 

erein. 


The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to renew to Mr. Fox the assurance of his distin- 
guished consideration, JOHN FORSYTH. 

Henry 8. Fox, esq. &c. §c. &c. 


Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Washington, Jan. 12, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the ‘official 
note addressed by the secretary of state of the U. 
States on the 24th of December, in reply to a pre- 
vious note, which, by direction of his government, 
the undersigned had addressed to the secretary of 
state on the 2d of November, in relation to various 
and continued acts of encroachments committed by 
the authorities and inhabitants of the state of 
Maine, within that tract of territory on the north- 
eastern frontier of the United States, the true title 
to the possession of which, according to the terms 
of the treafy of 1783, is at present in dispute be- 
tween the British and American governments. 

The undersigned has lost no time in transmitting 
to her majesty’s government the official note of the 
secretary of state. He has, in the mean time, to 
express his extreme regret that the explanations fur- 
nished by the authorities of the state of Maine, and 
communicated to the undersigned by the secretary 
of state, in relation to the encroachments complain- 
ed of; both as regards the construction of roads and 
public works, and the sale ard alienation of lands, 
are of'a character which must render them altoge- 
ther unsatisfactory to the government of Great Bri- 
tain. It would appear, in fact, as if a reference by 
the general governinent to the authorities of Maine, 
of the complaints preferred by Great Britain, had 
produced no other reply or explanation from the 
authorities of Maine than a reiteration of their in- 
tention to persist in the commission of the acts 
complained of, whether in accordance with the ob- 
ligations of international justice or not. 

The undersigned does not permit himself to re- 
linquish the hope that, through the wisdom and in- 
tegrity of the general government of the United 
States in unison with the sincere endeavors of her 
majesty’s gavernment, it willstill be found possible 
to bring the pending controversy of the disputed 
boundary to a satisfactory and amicable conclusion; 
but it is certain that the public acts, and public 
declarations of the authorities of Maine are con- 
tinually calcula‘ed, as far as in them lies, to render 
such amicable conclusion more difficult and more 
distant. 

With reference to the cone]uding part of the offi- 
cial note of the secretary of state, wherein observa. 
tions are made upon certain reported movements of 
British troops in the neighborhood of Lake Temis- 


-couata, and at other points within that portion of 


the territory where, according to the provisional 
agreements entered into at the beginning of last 
year, no interference was to be attempted with the 
exercise of British authority, pending the negotia- 
tion of the boundary question, the undersigned can 
distinctly assure the secretary of state that there ex- 





ists no intention on the part of her majesty’s autho- 





rities to cancel or infringe the terms of those pro- 
visional engagements, so long as the same are ob- 
served with fidelity by the other party. 


The particular motives, and the amount of the 

resent movement of troops, have heen explained 
in a frank and satisfactory manner to the governor 
of Maine by the lieutenant governor of New Bruns- 
wick, in a correspondence which has been made 
public, and which it appears, has been officially 
communicated by the governor of Maine to the 
president of the United States. } 


With regard, however, generally, to the reinforce- 
ment of military posts, and other defencive and pre- 
cautionary measures, whether along the confines of 
the disputed territory, or within that portion of it 
where, according to the provisional agreements be- 
fore cited, the authority of Great Britain was not to 
be interfered with, the undersigned has to observe 
that the adoption of such measures by her majesty’s 
authorities cannot be, with reason, objected to or 
complained of by the government of the United 
States, when regard is had to the reports which 


‘have for some time past been circulated, (and of 


the prevalence and consistency of those reports the 
United States’ government are themselves fully 
aware) respecting the probable intentions of the 
legislature of the state of Maine to revoke, during 
its present session, the provisional agreements now 
in force, and to authorise some new and extensive 
act of aggression over the stipulated territory.— 
And the undersigned has regretted to observe that 
the language of the governor of Maine, in his re- 
cent message to the legislature, at the opening of 
the session, is calculated to encourage rather than 
to restrain such rash and obnoxious designs, 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to repeat to the secretary of state of the United 
States the assurance of his distinguished considera- 
tion. H. S. FOX. 

The honorable John Forsyth, &c. &c. &c. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 

Department of state, Washington, Jan, 16, 1840. 

Ina note which Mr, Fox, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary of Great Britain, ad- 
dressed on the 12th instant to the undersigned, se- 
cretary of state of the United States, Mr. Fox, al- 
luding to a complaint made by the undersigned of 
certain reported movements of British troops in por- 
tions of the territory in dispute between the two 
countries, disclaims all intention on the part of the 
British authorities to cancel or infringe the terms 
of the provisional agreement entered into at the 
beginning of the last year; and this disclaimer is 
connected with an assumption of the right of Great 
Britain to strengthen posts and take measures of 
(military) precaution, not along the line only, but 
within portions of the disputed territory, as, by the 
terms of the agreements referred to, no interference 
was to be attempted pending the negotiation of the 
boundary question, with the exercise of British au- 
thority in the neighborhood of Lake Temiscouata, 
“and at other points” within a portion of the terri- 
tory supposed to be embraced in the terms of the 
arrangements. Mr. Fox having stated that he has 
referred to his government the representations of 
the United States against the military movements 
alluded to, the undersigned, undev a confident expec- 
tation that the matter will present itself to the 
minds of her majesty’s ministers in a light different 
from that which it is understood by Mr. Fox, would 
have refrained from any further remarks on the sub- 
ject; but, in order to obviate the risk of any misap- 
prehension as to the views of the president con- 
cerning it, and inasmuch as the ground assumed by 
Mr. Fox, with respect to the import of the exist- 
ing arrangements would, if admitted by the United 
States, give to those arrangements a scope not au- 
thorised by the language in which they are express- 
ed, nor by what is helieved to be the intention of 
the parties, it is proper fhat the undersigned should 
call Mr. Fox’s immediate attention to the express 
provisions of the agreement signed by him and the 
undersigned, and of that which was subscribed to, 
under the agency of general Scott, by the governor 
of Maine and the lieutenant governor of New 
Breaswick. 

The main object of those agreements obviously 
was the restoration and future maintenance of tran- 
quillity in the disputed territory; and as the means 
of most surel mite that object, the entire ex- 
clusion from ite limits of all military force, to which 
ever side belonging, and the delegation to the civil 
authority exclusively of the exercise of all power and 
jurisdiction. With that view, under the first men- 
tioned of those agreements, it was only in case of 
necessity for dispersing notorious trespassers or 
protecting public property from depredation that 
armed force was to be employed on either side and 
then the operation was to be conducted by concert, 
jointly or separately, according to agreement be- 
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tween the governments of Maine and New Bruns- 
wick. The other was the result of the comtemplat- 
ed ‘‘concert’’ between the governments of Maine 
and New Brunswick; was intended to carry, out 
the object of the first, confiding to the state of Maine 
the duty of protecting the timber recently cut, and 
of preventing farther depredations, and prescribed 
that these objects were to be accomplished through 
the agency of acivil posse. Accordingly, the go- 
vernor of Maine enzaged to withdraw, without un- 
necessary delay, the military force of the state. 
Without regard, therefore, to the limits within which 
either party had before exercised jurisdiction, re- 
sort to military force, for any purpose whatever 
was interdicted to both parties? With reference to 
the extent of territory which each party was to con- 
tinue to exercise jurisdiction, the first arzreement 
left the question of right where it had before stood, 
and only expressed the conflicting understanding of 
that great question by the governments of the Unit- 
ed States and Great Britain, respectively. The 
agreement between gov. Fairfield and sir John 
Harvey provided likewise, that the question of pos- 
session and jurisdiction should remain as it then 
stated where it stood by providing tnat Great Bri- 
tain was to continue holding, in fact, possession of 
a partof the territory, meaning that part embraced 
in the Madawaska settlements, in the occupancy of 
which as well as in the enjoyment of the usual 
communications between New Brunswick and her 
majesty’s upper province, the governor of Maine 
disclaimed all intentions of disturbing the British 
authorities. Beyond the Madawaska settlements, 
therefore circumscribed by the limits within which 
they stood at the date of the agreement the United 
States cannot, under the terms of that agreement 
recognise in the British authorities the right of ex- 
tending jurisdiction, much less that of forming any 
military establishments beyond or within them; and 
those consequently which formed the subject of the 
representations in the note of the undersigned of the 
32th of December, pushed as they are alleged to 
have been into tracts of country far beyond any ac- 
knowledged limits of those settlements, and wholly 
unconnected with them, cannot be viewed in any 
other light than a bold infraction of existing ar- 
rangements. 

That such is a just view of the agreements cannot 
be disputed by Great Britain, as her majesty’s go- 
vernment has adopted and acted upon it. In the 
note of Mr. Fox complaining of the encroachinent 
on the part of Maine, and of an armed occupation of 
part of the disputed territory by that state, both are 
treated as inconsistent with the existing arrange- 
ments; and it is presumed her majesty’s govern- 
ment will not attempt to apply one rule of construc- 
tion to defend the military movements of its coloni- 
al authorities, and another to sustain complaints 
against the state government for acts which are not 
founded upon any apprehended necessity of the use 
of aregniar military force for offensive or defen- 
sive purposes. Nor can it be imagined that it will 
be contended that those arrangements are not per- 
fectly reciprocal, ur that there is any difference in 
the character and the extent of the jurisdiction to 
be exercised by Great Britain in one portion, and 
that by the state of Maine or the United States in 
the other portion of the disputed territory compre- 
hended within the temporary arrangements made 
to preserve tranquillity in both, and guard against 
any hostile collision between the state and colonial 
governments. 

The undersigned, having laid Mr. Fox’s note be- 
fore the president, is instructed to state to him that 
no reason is perceived for doubting the disposition 
of the governor of Maine scrupulously to adhere to 
the spirit of the existing arrangements, tu avoid all 
acts tending to render more difficult and distant the 
final adjustinent of the main question of boundary 
between the two countries; but in repeatine a&sur- 
ances of the readiness of the United States ‘govern: 
ment to contribute, hy all means in its power, to 
an amicable termination of the difference, the un. 
dersigned is bound to declare that a persistance in 
ora repitition of, such acts on the part of her ma. 
jesty’s agents as those now complained of, would 
if avowed by Great Britain, be considered as but 
little in accordance with those assurances. 

The undersigned avils himself of this occasion to 
renew to Mr. Fox the expression of bis distingnish- 
ed consideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 

Henry 8. Fox, esq. &c. &c. 

War department, January 22, 1840. 

Str: In reply to that portion of the resolution of 
the senate, referred by your direction to this depart- 
ment by the secretary of state, which requests 
you “to communicate to the senate, so far as may 
hot be incompatible with the public interest, whe- 
ther any, and, if any, what measures have been 
taken under the act of congress of March, 1839. or 
otherwise, to cause the removal or exptision of the 


British troops, which have taken possession of a 
portion of the territory of Maine, claimed by Great 
Britain, and especialiy whether, since the last ses- 
sion of congress, any military posts have been es- 
tablished in Maine, or any other military measures 
adopted, preparatory to a just vindication of the 
honor and rights of the nation and of Maine, as con- 
nected with the persevering claim made by Great 
Britain to a portion of the territory of that state,” 
[ have the honor to state that the circumstance of a 
portion of the territory of Maine claimed by Great 
Britain having been occupied by British troops 
was recently communicated to the government, 
and having been made the subject of remonstrance, 
and become a matter of discussion between the 
two governments, no measures of a character re- 
ferred to by the resolution bave been taken, either 
under the act of congress of March, 1839, or other- 
wise. 

A careful military reconnoisance of the undis- 
puted boundary of the state of Maine was made in 
1838, and the result submitted to the senate during 
the last session of congress; but as no appropriation 
was made for the erection of fortifications on the 
sites selected for that purpose, none were commenc- 
ed; and (asis fully set forth in your last annual mes- 
sage to congress) it did not appear that the contin- 
gency contemplated by the act alluded to had oc- 
curred, no military measures whatever were deemed 
necessary, or were adopted. Very respectfully, 
your most obd’t serv’t, J.R. POINSETT. 

To the president of the United States. 

Acting secretary of state to the governor of Maine. 
Department of state, Washington, Nov. 6, 1839. 
Sir: The British Minister in a note addressed on 

the 2d inst. to this department, states that inforina- 
tion which had reached his government in England 
and more recent intelligence received by himself 
from the authorities of the province of New Bruns- 
wick, had made it his duty to call the attention of 
the government of the United States, to the alledg- 
ed facts, that, Istly. The armed posse stationed by 
the state of Maine for the protection of the public 
property in the disputed territory had extended its 
operation and its armed occupation of the country 
along the whole way from the valley of the Aroos- 
took to the mouth of the Fish river into the valley 
of St. Johns’ and thus into a portion of the Mada- 
waska settlements. 2dly. That the establishments 
formed by persons composing the armed parties, on 
the banks both of the Aroostook and the Fish river, 
had assuined an aspect and character decidedly mi- 
litary, and more representing a permanent national 
possession of the country than could be required in 
the civil posse of a land agent, temporarily occupy - 
ing it for the sole purpose of preventing trespasses. 
That those establishments were fortified with en- 
trenchment and cannon, and garrisoned by a num- 
ber of armed men, far greater than the occasion 
would warrant. 3dly. That a permanent state 
road is being constructed, leading into the valley of 
the Aroostook, and from thence, on the south side 
of the St. Johns’ to the Fish river, the object of 
which is to connect those portions of the disputed 
territory with the towns of Augusta and Bangor, 
and other acknowledged parts of the state of Maine. 
4thly. That, moreover, land surveyors, acting under 
the authority of the state, are employed in making 
out lots and townships within the same portion of 
the disputed territory; and that sales of lands are 
being made, with deeds reguiarly drawn under the 
authority of Maine. 

The British Minister, protesting in the name of 
his government against acts of encroachment on the 
part of the people of Maine, as being at variance 
with the agreements entered into, in the month of 
February last, first, between him and the secretary 
of state, at Washington, and subsequently by your 
excellency, the governor of New Brunswick, and 
major general Scoit, for the purpose of averting 
the danger of local collision on the frontiers pend- 
ing the final settlement of the boundary question 
between the two governments, thinks that the es. 
tablishment, in the mean time of the new interests, 
and the growing up as it were, of new proprietary 
claims upon the lands yet in dispute, which are 
likely to be the result of the acts referred to may 
end by embarrassing the actions of both govern- 
ments. 
ln support of this opinion, Mr. Fox states that a 
similar reasoning was held on the part of the United 
States, when in the year 1837, this government re- 
monstrated against an alledged act, or design rather, 
of encroactunent of a less objectionable character 
than the operation to which he refers, tiamely, the 
survey of a projected line of rail road from Quebec 
to St. Andrews’, passing through a part of the dis- 
puted territory; and he adds that, for the preserva- 
tion of peace between the people on both sides, 
and of good will between the two nations such acts 





as those complained of ought to be desisted from, 


~o the existing arrangements observed in. good 
auth, 

The president, to whom Mr. Fox’s note has been 
communicated, has directed me to express to you 
his anxious desire that no occasion should be per- 
mitted to call in question the faithful observance, 
by the governments of the United States and Maine, 
of the arrangements referred to—a sentiment in 
which he is confident your excellency will freely 
concur—and to request that you will transmit to 
this department such information as may be in pos- 
session of the government of Maine in relation to 
the acts referred to, in order that an appropriate an- 
swer may soon be returned to Mr. Fox’s communi- 
cation. IT have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

A. VAIL, acting secretary. 

His excellency John Fuirfield, gov. state of Maine. 


AMERICAN STOCKS IN ENGLAND. A large space 
is dovoted in our culums to-day, to the republica- 
tion of an able pamphlet, published by an Ameri- 
can in London, repelling the injurious calumnies 
of the city articles of the London Times—respect- 
ing the credit of American stocks, and the moral 
sense of American communities, as to the obligation 
of debts. 

We cannot errin saying, alike from the initials 
used, and internal evidence, that this vigorous and 
eloquent defence of the public faith of America, 
and especially of the two states named, is from the 
penof John Duer, esq. of this city, who has for some 
months past been in England. 

It is a little unfortunate indeed, that just at this 
juncture Pennsylvania should have suffered the day 
for paying interest on her stocks to pass over with- 
out fulfilling the contract, but this is the effect—not 
of deliberate purpose, much less of doubt about or 
unwillingness to meet the obligations she has incur- 
red—but of gross mismanagement of her finances. 
She will yet make good, and speedily, her character 
for integrity. 

Mr. Duer, in the note B, with a few masterly 
touches of his vigorous and logical pen, exploded 
these fallacies; but, who shall estimate the wrong 
they have done to our country? 

As an appendix to the pamphlet, the report of Mr. 
Verplanck, in the senate last year, (April, 1839), 
on the revenue and finances of this state, is pub- 
lished at length, with the just commendation of 
‘being drawn and presented by one of the most dis- 
tincuished writers, scholars, and statesmen that the 
United States have produced,”’——and, as such, to be 
entirely relied upon. [N. Y. American. 


A VINDICATION OF THE PUBLIC FAITH OF NEw 
York AND PENNSYLVANIA, IN REPLY TO THE 
CALUMNIES OF THE TIMES. _ é; 
[These observations were written at the time 
they bear date, and were intended for ublication in 
the very respectable journal to the editor of which 
thev are addressed. It has since been thought ex- 
pedient to adopt the present mode of publication, 
but it has been deemed unnecessary to change the 
original form of address." 


London, 3d December 

To the editor of the “Morning Chronicle.” ieee’ 

Str: As a citizen of New York; having some 
pride in the character of the state, and some know- 
ledge of its resources and finances, my attention was 
recently directed to the article healed “iid mwar- 
ket and city intelligence,” in the Times of Frida 
last, (29th November), and I was requested to state 
how far its allegations were consitent with truth, 
and its predictions with reason and probability. My 
reply was, that its assertions were untrue, and its 
speculations extravagant, and that the whole was an 
attack, as malignant as it was groundless, on the 
character and morals of a friendly people. The evi- 
dence that I gave to the friends who consulted me, 
in justification of this reply, was deemed by them 
satisfactory and conclusive; and, in compliance with 
their solicitations, I now desire to submit ‘to the 
public, by the aid of your journal, the substance of 
my observations. The subject is one of grave im- 
ortance, and it is a claim, not of favor, but of 
justice, that I should be heard. 
The object of the article in question is to impeach 
and destroy the credit of New York, and with it that 
of all American, states that have contracted a foreign 
debt. The writer opens his attrack under cover of 
the hypocritical admission that stocks of some few 
of the states are of a sounder description than the 
rest, since the ability of those states, with good faith 
on the part of the government and people, to pay at 
least the dividends on their loans, cannot reasona- 
bly be doubted. At the head of the states thus ex- 
cepted from the general condemnation, he seems 
disposed to place New York, and he then proceeds to 
show, were his statements true, that‘even the bonds of 
N. York, though much sounder than the rest, are yet, 
even tu the verge of worthlessness, pecarious and 
insecure. Thereis boldness at leastin this made of 
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warfare. It is attacking American credit in its 
strongest hold, and it is with evident triumph that 
the writer, suggests the question—If the bonds 
even of New York, of all the states the most flou- 
rishing, populous and enlightened cannot be deem- 
ed safe and trustworthy, can any confidence be 
placed in those of any other in the union?” With- 
out hesitation I answer, none whatever. But in re- 
turn, I ask—if the allegations of this writer in re- 
spect to New York are proved to be a tissue of mis- 
representations and falsehood, can any confidence 
be placed in the assertions of the same writer, 
in respect to any other state, or, indeed, on any 
other subject? Will the public hesitate toadopt my 


— eualie 

ere my sole object the vindication of New York, 
I might content myself with showing that the main 
allegation on which this writer rests his argument— 
namely, that there exists in that state alarge party, 
now the majority of the people, who ‘‘repudiate its 
loans as unconstitutional, and avow their determi- 
nation to resist their payment,” is wholly destitute 
of truth. But to show, this is not sufficient for my 
purpose. Itis a thorough and final exposure of the 
unprincipled writer who prepares the city articles 
of the Times that I now intend; and this urpose 
to effect by furnishing such evidence of his utter 
disregard of candor, truth and justice, that no ex- 
cuse shall be left for the further credulity even of 
the weakest and most prejudiced of those whom 
his statements have hitherto misled. The libeller 
begins by saying that it is remarked by those inter- 
ested in American state stocks, that although se- 
veral of them “are entirely unsound, as is now ad- 
mitted on all hands, and without any other hope of 
the payment of dividends upon them but in the levy 
of new loans,” yet thattheré are some that ‘“‘pre- 
sent an unexceptionable security in the internal re- 
sources of the states themselves, and the beneficial 
nature of the inprovements upon which they have 
been expended.”’ This is pleasant, indeed, and most 
strange! Somme of the states (such is the meaning 
intended to be conveyed), actually unable to pay 
even the dividends on present loans without a resort 
to new; and this a fact so certain and manifest 
that it is admitted on all hands! even the very hold- 
ers, it would seem, of the stocks in question, forced 
to admit that they are valueless, and themselves de- 
frauded! What portion of the English public is 
thus ready to admit as a manifest truth a manifest 
falsehood, I ain unable to say; but, assuredly, a false- 
hood more palpable and gross than that there exists 


a single state unable to pay the dividends on its pre- 


sent loans, either by means already provided, or from 
its untouched resources, was never uttered nor con- 
ceived. Nor, in respect to any one state, can any 
other refutation be necessary than a reference to its 
mere population, as ascertained by the last census, 
without taking into consideration the fact, that since 
the period of the census ihe population in most of 
the new states has actually doubled. The states 
unable to pay even their dividends! There is not 
a single state that, with ifs present population, could 
not ineet the payment of its dividends, for which an 
adequate provision has not been otherwise made by 
an annual tax, so trifling and insignificant that its 
existence would hardly be felt or known—a tax so 
moderate that, distributed by the head, it would be 
Jess in awount than the poorest laborer in England, 
struggling to escape, and hardly escaping the horrors 
of the workhouse, is forced by taxes direct and in- 
direct, aunually to pay; and in most of the states 
the imposition of a tax thus moderate,—say 4s. 2d, 
$1 a poll,—if continued for a few years, would be 
sufficient, not merely for the pay of the interest, but 
the final discharge of the principal of the debt. 
Whether some of the new states will be able to 
meet the regular payment of their dividends with- 
ont a resort to taxation, and whether the people of 
those states will consent to be taxed for such a pur- 
pose, are questions that have been raised, and have 
excited some doubts in the minds of those who have 
a partial knowledge of the subject; but the false- 
hood, that in any state the means of payment do not 
exist and may not be drawn forth and applied by a 
proper exercise of legislative power,is to me as 
starliing from its novelty, as it is monstrous in ils 
extent. JI add with regret—a more striking proof 
of the general ignorance of the English public in 
regard to the actual condition of the American states 
could not possibly be given, than the grave state- 
ment of this untruth, as an admitted fact, in the 
columns of aleading journal of the metropolis. Not 
that I here impute such ignorance of tne writer, but 
his reliance on the ignorance of his readers is most 
apparent. ; A 

The writer next, with a jesnitical candor, pro- 
ceeds to rank the state of New York among the tew 
that present an unexceptionable security; and even 
add, that there can be no reason to doubt its 
ability, not merely to pay the dividends, but even 





“to effect the ultimate redemption of the principal 
of its debts, if the will to redeem its faith be not 
wanting;” and it is the truth of this insinuation, that 
no reliance can be placed on the honesty of its go- 
vernment and people, that the libeller next seeks, in 
his mode, to establish. It is well. The ability of 
New York to pay its debts is admitted; its resources 
are unquestionable and undoubted; the only issue 
now made relates to its probable good faith; and 
this issue I would renounce my country were I 
forced to avoid. I meet it with entire confidence 
and just pride. 

e have now come to the actual indictment, and 
the very words must be given, as every line and 
even phrase is material. “It must be understood 
that a strong party exists in that state (New York) 
opposed to the loan system, and that party consti- 
tutes, as may be seen in the result of the recent 
election of meinbers to the state legislature, a large 
majority of the people.” For the present 1 stop. 
Mark the positive assertions; a strong party in the 
state, constituting a large majority of the people, 
and this not a doubtful or merely probable fact. but 
rendered certain by the result of the recent elec- 
tions in the state. The words are, ‘as may be seen 
in the result,” as if a paper containing a full and 
authentic statement of that result were then before 
him. Now it so happens, that on Friday last (Nov. 
29th) the latest inteliigence that had been received 
from New York was by the packet which left that 
city on the morning of the 7th November; the elec- 
tions, not only in the city, but throughout the state, 
(for they are held in all the counties on the same 
days) terminated on the evening of the 6th, and 
when the packet left, not one-third of the 40,000 
ballots cast in the numerous wards of the city of 
New York had yet been counted, nor was the result 
of the contest there known as to a single county. 
The actual result of the recent elections is a matter 
of very little consequence in the present argument; 
the security of the creditors of New Yok, and the 
certainty of the redemption of its faith, would have 
been the same which ever party had succeeded in 
the election; but I advert to the facts as showing 
conclusively that the writer who prepares those ar- 
ticles for the Times, which are said to exert so itn- 
portant and even decisive an influence on public 
opinion, is utterly careless of the truth, and ready 
to assert any fact, known or unknown, that he 
thinks may suit his immediate purpose. There is 
no room here for the suggestion of a mistake; he 
could not have been deceived by any information 
derived from others; the New York papers were 
before him; he had just read and examined them, 
and therefore knew that the facts were precisely 
such as I have stated. It is true, in my view the 
success of the strong party of which he speaks 
would have been immaterial; but ir his view of the 
doctrines of that party their success would have 
been all important; the triumph of a party avowing 
the principles that he subsequently ascribes to them 
would indeed have been‘a fatal and final blow, not 
only to the credit of New York, but probably to 
that of every other state, and to inflict that blow, 
the assertion that they had triumphed was made. 

The true result of the elections in New York—I 
speak of the state—is now known and may as well 
be stated. The strong pariy of the Times is the 
democratic, or Van Buren party, which, it appears, 
“‘as may now be seen in the result of the elections,”’ 
far from constituting a large amount of the people 
of the state, has dwindled into a lean and wofui mi- 
nority: with the exception of the city of New York, 





they have sustained throughout the state a signal 


defeat; their opponents, the whigs and conserva-, proof he cannot escape; it is not by 


tives, have carried both branches of the legislature, 
and are now in the entire possession of the govern- 
ment of the state. It may be instructive to know: 
the cause, as assigned by themselves, of this unex- 
pected defeat of a party long triumphant in the 
state, and supported by all the patronage and influ- 
ence of the general government: it is, that a portion 
of the party in the city of New York had asserted 
some of the very doctrines which the Times ascribes 
to the whole. A Van Buren paper, from an interior 
county, now before me, speaks of the result of the 
election in these terms—‘‘We have lost the senate, 
and probably the house. The rabid and insane doc- 
trines of a portion of our party in the city of New 
York have lost us thousands of votes in the 
country.” ; 

But the assertion remains, that there is a party 
in the state opposed to the system of loans, and 
this party, it may be thought, may herea(ter gain 
the power for which it is struggling. This asser- 
tion might be true, without affecting the argument, 
without impairing the credit of the state, or at all 
diminishing the security of its creditors. It might 
be true, but is not: there is no such party in the 
state, that is acting as such thronghout the state. 





There is a party in the city of New York, not else- 


———.. 


where, opposed to an extended scheme of internal 
improvements, and, of course, opposed to any fur. 
ther loans for such purposes, and to this extent, it 
may be said, they are opposed to the system. __ 

The libel proceeds, *tand not only are they (i. e. 
the strong party, constitating a large majority of the 
people) opposed to the system, but in all their meet- 
ings, and the public acts of their leading members, 
the loans that have been contracted are repudiated 
as having been contracted without any authority 
derived from the constitution; with this reprobation 
of the loans in principle and as a whole is coupled 
also the denial of any claim for interest, and a de- 
termination to refuse payment of it.” In the fol- 
lowing paragraph it is asserted, that these “princi- 
ples of action” had become so frequent as to be 
made ‘decisively the subject of pledges regularly 
subscribed to both in and out of the legislature;” 
and in the next it is said, that to these principles 
all the candidates for office nominated by the deino.- 
cratic party at the recent election in the city “had 
signified their unqualified adhesion.” 

It is needless that I should‘ again apply to this 
man the epithets he so constantly deserves. I have 
brought him a criminal before the tribunal of the 
public, whose credulity and patience he has long 
abused, and I furnish the evidence of his guilt; it is 
the public voice that must pronounce his sentence. 
In all the assertions that I have last quoted there is 
not one atom of truth; nota minute and solitary 
particle. Jt is not irue that the democratic party, or 
any other party in the city of New York, or else- 
where, in any proceedings of any of their meetings, 
have repudiated the loans contrated by the state as 
unconstitutional, have denied the claim of its credi- 
tors to interest, and avowed their determination to 
resist its payment. Jtis not true that such princi- 
ples of action have appeared in the public acts of 
any of the members of that party, have been made 
the subject of pledges regularly subscribed to in or 
out of the legislature, or have been adopted and 
sanctioned in any manner, unqualified or limited, 
by the candidates for office in the recent elections 
for New York. Each assertion is deliberately 
false, and conclusive proof of the falsity of each 
and all was spread and open to the eyes of their 
author as he wrote, was open to his eyes in the 
very journals which, with busy malignity, he was 
then searching for new materials to assist him in 
the execution of his task, voluntary or prescribed, 
of deceiving and poisoning the public mind. 

It would be useless that I should produce the 
actual proceedings of the meetings of the demo- 
cratic party in the city of New York, the pledges 
that they exacted from their cgudidates, or the ad- 
dress that they issued to the public, since the sub- 
terfuge would still remain that the proceedings, 
pledges and address produced by me were not those 
to which the writer intended toiefer. It is for hii 
who has made the assertions I deny, to establish 
their truth, and I now challenge him to the proof. 
I cai! upon him, in behalf of the people whose good 
faith he has impeached—and may I not add, in be- 
half of the English public, whose too ready faith he 
has too long abused—I call upon him to produce 
his evidence. J require him to print in the columns 
of the Times the proceedings, public acts, pledges 
and addresses, upon which he has built his calum- 
nies; to publish, not his version of the contents, but 
the documents themselves, exactly as they appear- 
ed in the newspapers of New York, together with 
the names and days of publication of the journals 
from which he shall extract them. From the ne- 
cessity I have now laid upon him of producing this 
repeating his 





j abuse of my country, or by extending it to inyself, 


that he can shelter himself from my just and neces- 
sary challenge; he must produce his evidence, or I 
cannot be deceived in saying that an insulted and 
indignant public will stamp and make indelible 
the brand—one strong, expressive, dishonoring word 
—that I now write upon his brow. 

The whole truth is this—no more than this: The 
democratic party in the city of New York, that 
they might render effectual their hostility to further 
loans, prior to the recent elections, exacted trom 
their candidates for the legislature a declaration in 
writing that “they were opposed to pledging the 
credit of the state for internal improvements.” 
The words of this declaration or pledge are exactly 
those that I have given, and few as they are, they 
are suflicient for the vindication of the party and ils 
candidates, since it would have been idle to speci- 
fy the object of the loans to which they were op- 
posed if they meant to deny the constitutional right 
of the government to borrow at all and for any pur- 
pose whatever. I add, in justice to a party to 
whose views and course in politics I am strongly 
opposed, that to impute to them a denial of the 
validity of the existing state debt, and a determina- 
lion to resist its payment, is as absurd as it is un- 
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just, since the very ground on which they object to 
future loans distinctly is—the magnitude and con- 
sequent burthen of the debt they must create; in 
other words, that, if contracted, they will be bind- 
ing, and must be paid. The magnitude of a debt 
having no legal nor moral sanction, and therefore 
never intended to be paid, could hardly be a subject 
of alarm. 

But, it may be thought, can all that has appeared 
on this subject in the city articles of the Times be 
untrue? Is there no foundation whatever for its re- 
peated assertions that “doctrines and principles of 
action,” in relation to state debts, such as have 
been quoted, have been extensively promulgated in 
the United States, and are assented to by vast num- 
bers of the people? After all the clamor that has 
been raised, the panic that has been excited, can it 
be true that there is no party whatever, no states- 
men nor public men, nor even private individuals, 
who have publicly denied the obligation of state 
debts and advised the people to resist their pay- 
ment? Certainly, there is no such party, no such 
statesman nor public man, nor, so long as the con- 
dition of society remains unchanged—so long as 
there remains even a tolerable respect for law and 
morals—is there any hazard that there will be? But 
private individuals undoubtedly there are by whom 
these doctrines have been espoused and proclaimed, 
and it may amuse as well as instruct your readers 
to know where these individuals are to be found, 
and who they really are. In the city of New York 
there is a small body of men—a faithful band of the 
disciples of Robert Owen and Fanny Wright, and 
zealous apostles of the tenets of their teachers— 
who denounce marriage as an odious monopoly; 
the institution of property as the primal curse, the 
fount and origin of all evil; and religion as the 
grand imposture by the aid of which all other 
abuses are inaintained and upheld. These per. 
sons, deeply affected by the miserable condition of 
man in every country and under every government, 
have resolved to unite their efforts for the reforma- 
tion of abuses, wherever they exist, and the final 
expiration of all social, moral and political evils; 
and for that purpose they have formed themselves 
into a society, to which they have given the appro- 
priate and comprehensive name of the ‘‘society for 
social reform.”” Among other abuses that have 
caused the grief and extorted the groans of these 
cosmopolite reformers, is the existence of a state debt, 
which there was any obligation to pay, lias appear- 
ed to them an intolerable grievance, and they there- 
fore appointed a committee of their ablest men to 
consider and report the best means that could be 
adopted for abating the nuisance—that is, not the 
debt, but the obligation. This enlightened com- 
inittee (a deep thinking Englishtinan, somewhat 
obese, by trade a baker, was their chairman) met, 
pondered, and resolved, and in their report, which 
the-society adopted and published, the notable dis- 
coveries that state bonds are bills of credit, and 
state laws authorising loans null and void, because 
no state constitution says that such laws may be 
passed,* were first ushered to the world, and, la- 
mentable tosay, by their publication, added nota 
little to the contempt and ridicule—they have 
hitherto excited no stronger feeling—with which 
the authors and their society, since their existence 
became known, have been generally regarded. How 
little prescient were the authors of this report of 
the celebrity they were destined to attain! Proud 
though they doubtless were of the result of their 
labors, how unconscious of their future success and 
vast influence! Little could they expect that their 
discoveries, grand as they felt them to be, would be 
adopted and sanctioned by the leading conservative 
journal of England as a sound, thongh novel, expo- 
sition of American constitutional law, and as such, 
far preferable to the ill-digested opinion of the pal- 
try statesman and feeble-minded lawyer, Daniel 
Webster! Still less could they anticipate that their 
report, probably first read in the ill-lighted room of 
an obscure alley tavern to some half dozen or dozen 
adiniring artisans and laborers, smelling wofully of 
rum and tobacco, but profound judges of eloquence 
and law—still less could they anticipate that this 
report would be named, quoted and extracts from 





it given in the columns of the same journal, and its 








*Some of the state constitutions, my impression is, 
contain an express, though needless provision, that the 
legislature shall have power to pass all such laws as 
they may deem the public good to require; but this, 
doubtless, appeared to the society for social reform, as 
it will to the editor of the Times, far too gencral and 
vagiie an authority. The present constitution of the 
state of New York contains an express recognition of 
the debt existing at the time of its adoption (1821), and 
makes an inviolable provision of certain funds for its 
payment; but perhaps this recognition of past loans 
was interpreted by the social reformers as an interdic- 





contents be there appealed to as evidence of the 
true sentiments of the American people!* A few 
words shall conclude my history of the “society for 
social reform.’ Its members are chiefly foreigners 
by birth—bitter enemies of the.countries they have 
left, not welcome inmates of our own. Their num- 
bers are perhaps one—perhaps (I would be just to 
them) two hundred; and of the forty thousand 
voters in the city, they may influence (I am gene- 
rous in the calculation) possibly twenty. Their 
doctrines, it has been seen, coincide with those im- 
puted to the more violent of the chartists; but their 
nuinbers, it must be confessed, are unequal, nor are 
the dangers with which they threaten our govern- 
ment or its creditors quite as formidable as those 
that seem to menace England. 

I return to the libel, aid tind that 1 have omitted 
to notice an incidental passage of much significance, 
in which the writer says that, ‘ta formal exposition 
of a committee of the New York legislature, with 
respect to internal improvements, and the loan sys- 
tem, has been adverted to sometime ago.” He 
means to say, that this report of a committee re- 
commended the “principles of action,” he had just 
exposed; and in speaking of it as formerly adverted 
to, he doubtless refers to the city: article in the 
Times of September 4, which is probably the most 
elaborate attack upon American securities, the re- 
sources of the states, and the good faith of the go- 
vernment and people, that has yet appeared. It 
contains these passages:—“In the states of New 
York and Pennsylvania the mass of the people have 
already, in public assemblies, repudiated the loans 
so contracted, and declared against acknowledging 
or paying the interest on them.” The voice of the 
people, however, has been echoed—which is worse, 
although what might have been expected—in the 
legislature; one branch of each of the legislatures of 
New York and Pennsylvania has stigmatized the 
foreign state debt so contracted already, and declar- 
ed against the acknowledgment and further payment 
of interest, in proceedings and committee reports 
formally: drawn up.” 

The offence of the writer in these passages is 
much graver than any I have yet exposed, the in- 
tention more wicked, the calu:nny more dangerous. 
If the assertions here made be true, and especially 
if it be true that one branch of the legislature in 
each of the great states that are named, has con- 
demned the foreign state debt already contracted, 
and resolved to resist its payinent, the question as 
to American faith is settled: no confidence can be 
placed in the governments or people; the worst 
charges against them are true; they may be regard- 
ed as now convicted of intentional fraud; the state 
bonds are worthless paper; those who would issue 
or sell them, swindlers. But if the charges which 
these assertions imply are false, are there any terms 
of reprobation too strong to express our sense of 
the moral delinquency of the writer, who, to serve 
the interest of selfish, or gratify the malice of vin- 
dictive men, has invented and published thein? The 
charges are false—each distinct assertion, a dis- 
tinct falsehood. It is painful to repeat the words, 
but, for the occasion, they are the best the language 
supplies, and never was their use more justifiable 
and necessary. Neitherin New York or Pennsy!- 
vania have any such assemblages of the people been 
held, or any such legislative proceedings been had, 
as the writer describes; and the falsehood would not 
have been more certain and monstrous had he af- 
firmed that the mass of the people of England in 
public meetings had resolved to defraud the creditors 
of the state, and that the house of lords or commons 
had sanctioned the report ofa committee recomimend- 
ing the extinction of the national debt by a national 
bankruptcy. The occurrence of such proceedings 
in New York or in Pennsylvania is as morally im- | 
possible as in England itself. I forbear on this oc- 
easion to repeat my call on the libeller to produce 
his evidence; [ know that no such evidence does or 
can exist. Of New York I speak froin posilive in- 
formation, and of Pennsylvania with a confidence as 
absolute as even knowledge can inspire. (See note 
A.) 


*This report is referred to in the city article of the 
Times of 4th October, but I find that on some points 
my memory has deceived me; the name of the asso- 
ciation to which the report was made is not given. 
The writer probably thought that it would be well not 
to excite a suspicion that the “social reformers” were 
only a branch of the “socialists” of England, as hap- 
pens to be the case. J find also that in this article no 
express appeal is made to the contents of the report as 
evidence of the opinion of the majority of the people; 
but I am fully persuaded, after careful inquiry and 
search, that no other evidence that the views the re- 
port expresses are einbraced by any portion of the 
people can be produced than the report itself. I pro- 
test, however, against its reproduction. It is not the 
evidence I demand, nor such as I think will now satis- 





I revert to the original libel, and rejoice to find 

that a few remarks will suffice to complete my un- 
grateful though necessary task. The residue of the 
article is filled with statements and calculations re- 
lative to the debt, revenue and resources of New 
York, that are said to be taken from a recent ad- 
dress of the democratic party to the electors of the 
city. The details, as here given, are a series of 
misrepresentations and blunders, most of ther ig- 
norant or wilful perversions of the facts by the 
writer of the article, and some, no doubt, chargea- 
ble to the authors of the address—an address to the 
passions of an excited people on the eve of the 
election it was meant to influence, and full of the 
exaggerations which it is usual to employ on such 
occasions. It is not my purpose in this communi- 
cation to refute the errors and misstatements of 
which I have spoken by a true exposition of the 
debt, resources and financial policy of New York; 
my sole object is to vindicate the character and ho- 
nor of the state, by repelling the imputation of pro- 
bable—I had almost said possible—bad faith on the 
a of its government or people; and this, I trust 
as been efiected.* 
Whether there are or are not sound reasons of 
policy, looking to the financial condition of Eng- 
land, that should discourage her capitalists from in- 
vesting their funds in American securities, and whe- 
ther many of the American states would not best 
consult their own permanent interest by forbearing 
to enlarge their present loans, are questions I mean 
not to discuss.¢ It may be desirable, for many 
reasons, that American stocks should be excluded 
from the money market of London; but let the ex- 
clusion, if desirable, be effected by fair and honora- 
ble means, not by such that, while they disgrace the 
press of England, insult and outrage the feelings of 
America. It is a grievance not to be endured—an 
intolerable injury, that the people of the United 
States should be held forth, daily and weekly, to 
the contempt and odiumn of England, Europe and 
the civilized world, to the execration and scorn of 
every honorable man in every country that the 
English press can reach, as a nation destitute of 
faith, morals and religion—as a nation of greedy 
speculators and profligate swindlers, eager to pro- 
mise because they mean not to fulfil, and rushing 
to borrow, in the hope to plunder.{ 

It is with extreme reluctance, Mr. Editor, that I 
have prepared these observations: it is not without 
a feeling as of personal degradation that I submit to 
defend my country against the imputations to which 
I have referred. It is now about two years—about 
the time of the arrival in London of the agent of the 
Bank of the United States—that a systematic at- 
tack on American credit and on the American cha- 
racter was begun inthis citv. Who are the real 
authors of this attack, and what their motives, I 
omit toinguire. What are the private interests af- 
fected by the introduction of American securities, 
that seek their own protection in the destruction of 
their rivals, I know not, nor care to know; but 
against the means employed to effect the purpose, 
against the inode of warfare that has been adopted, 
I earnestly and solemnly protest. During the pe- 
riod | have named, a torrent of course vituperation, 
of virulent abuse, imputing acts and motives the 
most vile and dishonorable, has been poured from 
the columns of the Times and other journals, on 
the American states and the American people. For 
along time I hoped and believed that calumnies so 
wicked and dangerous, so prejudicial to the interests 
of both countries, and thereatening to their peace, 
would be indignantly rebuked and repelled, at least, 
by a portion of the English press and of the Eng- 
lish public; but such has not been the case; and if 
general silence is to be deemed a proof of general 
acquiescence, the accusations against us are be- 
lieved to be true. Under these circumstances it 
becomes Americans in future to remain silent; it is 
not fitting that we should appear as criminals at 
your bar, to plead our innocence. I know that our 
silence has been censured; but what is it that we 
are required tosay? That we are not quite as dis- 
honest and fraudulent, as lawless and unjust; not 
quite the cheats, and swindlers, and levellers, and 
anarchists, and infidels, that your press has chosen 
to represent us; that we are not quite sunk to the 
level of the savages that surround us; that we retain 





*See note B. 

tSee note C. 

tSee city article of Times, November 21, in which an 
extract is given from a pretended letter of an Ameri- 
can, (the letter or the American certainly fabricated), 
in these pleasant terms:—“ America is_not the country 
it is cracked yp to be; too many speculators and gam- 
blers—indeéd, to be plain, I look upon it, from Maine 
to Florida, it is one vast swindling shop.” And this 
is quoted to prove that Mr. Webster is utterly mistaken 
when he says that his countrymen believe that they 
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some few of the elements, some faint traces of the 
civilization that you bequeathed fo us, and, in sober 
truth, have not cast off all regard for decency, and 
Jaw, and order, and religion. No! no! no! 

If the English nation can believe that the people 
of the United States are so corrupt and demoraliz- 
ed, so destitute of public and private faith, that no 
reliance can be placed on any engagements they 
may form, it is well that we should know that suc 
are the sentimerits with which you regard us; not 
that we may seek, by huinble apologies and whining 
remonstrance, to seften your prejudices and propi- 
tiate your favor, but that the necessary measures 
may be taken for abclishing for ever the intercourse 
that, whilst it continues, must continue to subject 
us, as a nation and as individuals, to contumely, 
insult and dishonor. 

The true feelings of the American people—I 
Speak of the past; I cannot answer for the present— 
towards England, and all that England holds vene- 
rable and dear, have in this country been little un- 
derstood. I speak from a thorough and intimate 
knowledge when I say that, on this subject, the 
representations of your travellers are in an especial 
degree untrustworthy and fallacious. The Ameri- 
can people, as a nation, is English; as in language, 
so in character, habits, feeling and even prejudices. 
They: are proud of their Anglo-Saxon descent; 
proud of the mother country from which they boast 
to derive their language and literature, their laws 
and their religion. From our very infancy, the ear- 
liest dawn of reason and knowledge, our affections, 
by the operation of a thousand causes acting on every 
faculty of our minds, and every feeling of our hearts; 
our purest and noblest affections are drawn as by a 
magnetic force towards our glorious father land, and 
were they not checked as they seek their natural 
home, and repulsed, and scorned, they would bind us 
to England with chains stronger than adamant. No 
mnanifestations of a singular esteem are necessary; 
nothing more than a decent civility, nothing more 
than a show of tolerable candor, an ordinary mea- 
sure of common justice, is required to make us your 
truest friends in peace, your firmest allies in war. 
But if you will not be otherwise; if you desire to 
trample on our affections and sympathies, and ex- 
tinguish our reverence and love; if you would com- 
pel us to forget our common origin, would erase 
from our ois the recollection of the past, and 
deny us any share or interest in the deeds, the men, 
the books, the learning, the principles, that we have 
fondly valued as our common inheritance and com- 
mon glory; if, in place of the natural and powerful 
sentiments that attracts us towards you—thaf, met 
and answered, would cement an indissoluble fiiend- 
ship, would make us one nation, in heart, and mind, 
and purpose, so that the ocean that separates should 
raise its billows in vain to divide us; if,in place of 
these sentiments, tt is your will to cherish in your 
own bosoms, and to plant in ours, an enmity and 
hatred intense, enduring, unquenchable, it is in 
your power to accomplish the object. It is this 
object that the press of England—speaking gene- 
rally, I speak the truth—is now laboring to efiect, 
and—unless its efforts shall be arrested by a timely 
and decisive expression of public opinion—will ef- 
fect. J. D. 

Note A. 

During the last session of the legislature of New 
York the following proceedings took place in the 
senate: ‘The committee on finance made a very 
full and able report, in relation to the debt, revenue 
and financial policy of the state, in which they re- 
commend the steady prosecution of certain works 
of internal improvement already commenced, and 
an increase of the state debt by gradual and succes- 
sive loans for that object. From the views of the 
1eport a single member of the committee dissented, 
and he offered to the senate a counter-report, which 
he read in his place. In this he denied the policy 
of the contemplated improvements, and denounced 
the proposed additions to the public debt as extra- 
vagant and tending necessarily to the impositicn of 
taxes for the payment of the interest, and avowed 
his fears or his belief that in that event the people 
would repudiate (the very word used by the Times) 
the loans so contracted. When he had finished, his 
political enemies in the senate expressed their 
wishes that the paper should be received and print- 
ed, but this his friends opposed, perceiving the error 
that had been committed and the imputations to 
which their party would be exposed by the publi- 
cation of such sentiments, and the end of the affair 
was that the dissenting member asked and obtained 
permission to withdraw his protest, which accord- 
ingly is not to be found in the proceedings of the | 
senate, and my belief is, has never been published, 
This transaction was the subject of much comment 
in the newspapers, nor can I doubt that this reject- 
ed and suppressed report, not of a committee but of 
a dissenting member, is the evidence of the Zimes 


“that one branch of the legislature of New York 
(the pretext as to Pennsylvania I have been unable 
to discover) has stigmatized the Ioans already con- 
tracted, and declared against their further acknow- 
ledgment and the payment of interest thereon,”’ as 
the meetings of the society for social reform are 
doubtless the evidence that “‘the inass of the people 
in public assemblages have repudiated the loans,” 


&e. 
Note B. 

Some of these misstatements, showing very clear- 
ly the ill faith of the writer or his gross ignorance, 
it may be expedient to notice. He says, ‘that the 
amount of state debts for internal improvements for 
the present year is shown (i. e. in the address) 
to be $10,250,000.” The words ‘for the year” are 
equivalent to ‘for the service of the year,’’ and the 
idea to be conveyed plairily is that the amount given 
was intended to be borrowed and expended during 
the year. The error is intentional, and is not found 
in the address. The whole debt of the state on the 
Ist February, 1839, was $10,455,640, but from this 
sum is to be deducted a fund now provided (and 
partly in bank and partly secured on bond and mort- 
gage) for the payment of the old canal debt, amount- 
ing to $2,702,688, thus leaving the real debt 
$7,742,952. [Report of Mr. Verplanck, from the 
committee on finance in relation to the debt, reve- 
nue and financial policy of the state, April 19th, 
1839. Senate documents, No. 96]. 

To this balance have since been added about 
$2,000,000, making the whole debt less than 
$10,000,000 say two millions pounds sterling at the 
close of the year; being less than has been paid by 
the inhabitants of the city of New York alone in 
the course of a very few years (less than six) in 
taxes and assessments for city purposes. The ‘old 
canal debt” consists of the state bonds falling due 
in 1845, the holders of which may at any time re- 


of the canal fund. Again: it is said that there is a 
deficit of funds to meet the ordinary expenses of the 
government, out of which has already arisen a debt 
of $2,282,000. Were this true it would follow that 
this sum is to be added to the amount of the debt 
before given, and it would also follow that the state 
has been in the habit of borrowing, not merely to 
defray the prime cost of its canals and other public 
works, but to meet the ordinary expenses of its gu- 
vernment, a course as unjustifiable and pernicious 
a3 can well be imagined: but it is not true. 

The state of New York is possessed of a fund 
called “the general fund,” arising chiefly from the 
proceeds of the sales of its public lands, the income 
alone of which was formerly sufficient to defray all 
the ordinary expenses of its government; but within 
the last ten years more than two millions (the debt 
above spoken of) have been taken from the capital 
of this fund and expended on the canals, and in the 
book of the treasury they are charged as a debt from 
the canal to the generalftund. The debt, therefore, 
is one that the state owes as proprietor of the canals 
to the state as proprietor of the fund; in other 
words, it is not a legal but a book-keeping ficlion, 
As to any future deficit, if any arise, it will be pro- 
duced in the same manner, namely, by the expendi- 
ture of the capital, instead of the interest of funds 
already belonging to the state, and the probability 
even of snch a deficit may be determined from the 
fact thatthe income of the state for the present year, 
(arising from canal tolls, auction and salt duties, in- 
terest on mortgages, and other sources), alter pay- 
ing the whole interest on the debt, repairs of canals, 
and expenses of the government, it is already as- 
certained will exceed a million of collars. It is 
proper to add that the misstatements last noticed 
are not chargeable to the Times, but the “suppressio 
veri’? which they involve is sufficient to mark the 








character of the electioneering address from which 
they are taken. 

Again, a series of calculations is next given to 
show that the debts of the state in the year 1844 
will arnount to $43,000,000, and that. deducting the 
net revenue of the canals, there will then remain 
$1,479,000 annually of interest to be provided for. 
That these calculations are erroneous, even absurd- 
ly so, it would be easy to prove; but as they are 
found in the address, 1 shall content myself with 
observing that if the rule that the friends of internal 
improvements (the party in favor of increasing the 
debt) have laid down for regulating future loans 
shall continue to be observed, it is almost impossi- 
ble that the debt should reach the amount stated in 
the year 1844, and quite impossible that a deficit 
of funds for the payment of interest should ever 
exist. That rule is: so to adjust the loans of each 
year as that the annual interest of the whole debt 
shall always fall within the clear income of the 
state, the average ineome of the last two or three 
years being taken as the measure. [Verplanck’s 





report, page 12]. 


ceive payment on application to the commissioners: 


—— 


The writer, as if following the address, next Says 
“It is observed that to meet this amount (i.e. the 
deficit of interest) two ways are open—viz: as by 
the present syslem, to borrow annually and perpetu- 
ally, or by taxation.” The words ‘as by the pre- 
sent system” are an interpolation of the Times, and 
the misrepresentation they imply gross and unpar- 
donable; the state of New York is never borrowed 
one dollar to meet the interest on its debt, but, on 
the contrary, the funds originally appropriated, and 
by the constitution of the state solemnly pledged, 
for that. purpose, have not only proved sufficient to 
meet the interest on the whole debt, but have yield- 
eda surplus, from which, during the last ten years, 
eight millions of dollars of the principal have been 
discharged, and the saine funds yield a surplus for 
the present year sufficient to meet the interest on 
an additional debt of fifteen millions, (dollars). 


The calculations that follow, intended to show 
that the payment of the debt when it shall reach its 
maximuin of $43,000,000 will require a tax of $21 
on every man, woman and child in the state, need 
not detain us long. From the statement of the 
Times it would seem that this will be required as 
an annual tax to meet the annual deficit of:interest, 
that is to say, a capitation tax of $21, on a popula- 
tion of 2,700,000 to meet a deficit of $1,479,000! 
The blunders of the address are bad enough, but 
not quite equal tothis! The meaning of the:address 
is, that this tax will be necessary to satisfy the 
whole debt, and the blunders of its authors are: first, 
that they suppose the whole debt to be paid by the 
taxation of a single year, whereas, as the sueces- 
sive loans will become successively due, the amount 
payable in any one year will not exceed $5,000,000, 
asum not requring an immoderate, but to be met 
by a very reasonable tax; secondly, they make the 
present ponulation and wealth of the state the basis 
of their calculations, not choosing to remember that 
both will probably be doubled when the loans be- 
come due, that is, taking an average, twenty years 
hence; and lastly, they cast out of view altogether 
the value of the improvements on which the state 
loans have been and are to be expended, although 
those improvements in their present state yield an 
annual income of about $1,500,000, and when en- 
larged and completed will augment that income, no 
sane man doubts, to more than three millions. 

Such are the facis and reasoning of a party ad- 
dress on the eve of an election. 

Note C. 

I am very far from believing that this proserip- 
tion of American stocks is required by any sound 
reasons of financial! policy; on the contrary, I am 
persuaded that the most important interests of 
Great Britain are intimately connected with the 
support of American credit, so that, within certain 
limits, her capitalists should be as willing to lend as 
the Ameritans are desirous to borrow. The capi- 
tal borrowed by the United States is not so with- 
drawn as to interfere in any manner with the cir- 
culation, or derange the currency of this country. 
It is used here in payment of the debt that the Unit. 
ed States in the course of trade annually contract. 
It is transferred by bills from the banker to the 
merchant, and is taken to America, not in bullion 
but in British goods; every investment made, while 
it adds to. the income of the capitalist, swells the 
profits of the manufacturer. 

The subject is too important and extensive to be 
discussed within the limits of a note, but I may 
perhaps suggest some hiuts to aid the reflections of 
those who may feel it their duty to consider it. 

There is an annual deficit of the exports of Ame- 
rica to meet her imports from England, amounting, 
it is believed, to nearly three millions sterling, and 
this in the natural state of the commerce between 
the countries will probably continue to be annual 
for many years; it can only be met by an extension 
of credit in some form, and if not thus met, it is cer- 
tain that the commercial relations between England 
and the United States cannot much longer be main- 
tained. It is impossible that the United States 
should continue to purchase of England all that the 


wants of their inhabitants require if they must 


export annually from twelve to fifteen millions of 
dollars in specie to meet the balance of their pay- 
ments; to prevent this constant drain of bullion a 
diminished import will be indispensable, and it is 
only by an increase of duties that the necessary di- 
minution can be effected. It is also clear thatsuch 
an increase of duties cannot be limited to the mere 
excess of imports: it must be general in its nature, 
and to be effectual, nearly probibitory in its result. 
It is this view of the subject that has raised the 
hopes of the friends of a high tariff in the United 
States, who are now confident in their predictions 
that within two or three years from this period the 
United States will be independent of foreign sup- 
plies, and that their manufactures will be raised 
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In my view of the best interests of my 
own country itis not desirable that these predictions 
should be accomplished. 

No such confidence has yet been placed in the 
American governments or people as they have the 
right to expect and claim; no such confidence as 
the true knowledge and candid estimate of their 
condition, resources and character would certainly 
inspire. The confidence hitherto given, mixed as 
it has been with ignorance and praluniete has 
been doubtful vascillating, full of jealousy and 
fear, liable to be shaken by the lighest breath 
of suspicion, and by a continued blast from the 
Times utterly overthrown. It is not a blind and 
unreflecting confidence that is required; but that 
which is the result of inquiry and knowledge, that 
which is prudent and discriminating, is cautiously 
given and firmly maintained. The absence of this 
reasonable ‘and stable confidence is the grand dis- 
turbing cause, the main source, of the evils under 
which both countries are now suffering, and of the 
still greater, with which they are threatened. 

The suspension of specie payments by the banks 
of the United States, in 1837, and that in the pre- 
sent year, were produced by the same cause; the 
sudden and capricious withdrawal of the credit be- 
fore given, and the demand of the immediate pay- 
ment in specie of a debt for which it was believed 
an adequate provision had already been made. 
Substantially, the same cause —the unexpected ne- 
cessity of paying a foreign debt in bullion, that could 
not be met by exports—would have exhausted the 
vaults of the Bank of England, and compelled that 
institution to stop its payments, but for the credit 
extended to it by the Bank of France. A similar 
credit timely given from this country to the banks 
in the United States, upon securities unquestiona- 
bly solid, would have prevented all that has occur- 
red; the commerce between the two countries would 
have sustained no interruption; the orders from 
America would have been as frequent as usual, and 
the distress now felt, rapidly spreading, and certain 
to increase, in the manufacturing districts of Eng- 
land, could not have arisen. 

No man of common sense can believe that the 
commercial relations of England and the United 
States can continue if they are to be liable periodi- 
cally to the reverses and revulsions that have re- 
cently attended them. They must cease, unless 
they can be placed on a satisfactory and permanent 
basis. The conviction of this truth is now deeply 
impressed on the minds of the people of the United 
States, and its effects will soon be appareut in their 
legislation. 

It is for the statesmen of England to consider by 
what means the necessity for such legislation can 
be prevented. 





THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
AS IT PASSED THE SENATE. 

A bill to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, 

transfer and distursement of the public revenue. 
' Be it enacted bythe senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in con- 
gress assemdled, That there shali be prepared and 
provided within the new treasury building now 
erecting at the seat of government, suitabie and 
convenient rooms for the use of the treasurer of the 
United States, his assistants and clerks; and sufli- 
cient and secure fire proof vaults and safes for the 
keeping of the public moneys in the possession and 
under the immediate control of the said treasurer, 
which said rooms, vaults and safes are hereby con- 
stituted and declared to be the treasury of the Unit- 
ed States. And the said treasurer of the United 
States shall keep all the public moneys which shall 
come to his hands in the treasury of the United 
States, as hereby constituted, until the same be 
drawn therefrom according to law. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the mint 
of the United States in the city of Philadelphia, in 
the state of Pennsylvania, and the branch mint in 
the city of New Orleans, in the state of Louisiana, 
and the vaults and safes thereof, respectively, shall 
be places of deposite and safe-keeping of the pub- 
lic. moneys at those points respectively; and the 
treasurer of the said mint and branch mint respec- 
tively, forthe time being, shall have the care of all 
public moneys deposited within the same, and shall 
perform all the duties required to be perforined by 
them, in reference to the receipt, safe-keeping, 
transfer and disbursements of all such moneys, ac- 
cording to the provisions hereinafter contained. 

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
ehall be prepared and provided, within the custom 
houses now erecting in the city of New York, in 
the state of New York, and in the city of Boston in 
the state of Massachusetts, suitable and convenient 
rooms for the use of the receivers general of public 
moneys, hereinafter directed to be appointed at those 
places respectively, and sufficient and secure fire 





proof vaults and safes for the keeping of the public; in their terms to meet the new and increased duties 


moneys and collected and deposited with them re- 
spectiveiy; and receivers general of public money, 
rom time to time appointed at those points shall 
have the custody and care of the said rooms, vaults 
and safes respectively, and of all the public moneys 
deposited with the same; and shall perform all the 
duties required to be performed by them in reference 
to the receipt safe-keeping, transfer and disburse- 
ment of all such moneys, according to the provi- 
siuns of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be erected, prepared and provided, at the ex- 
pense of the United States, at the city of Charles- 
ton, in the state of South Carolina, and at the cit 
of St. Louis, in the state of Missouri, offices, wit 
suitable and convenient rooms for the use of the re- 
ceivers general of public money hereinafter directed 
to be appointed at the places above named; and 
sufficient and secure fire proof vaults and safes for 
the keeping of the public money collected and de- 
posited at these points respectively; and the said 
receivers general, from time to time appointed at 
those places, shall have the custody and care of the 
said offices, vaults and safes, so to be erected, pre- 
pared and provided, and of all the public moneys 
deposited within the same; and shall perform all 
the duties required to be performed by them, in re- 
ference to the receipt, safe-keeping, transfer and 
disbursement of all such moneys, according to the 
provisions hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 5. And be it furlher enacted, That the pre- 
sident shall nominate, and, by and with the advice 
and consent of the senate, appoint four officers, to 
be denominated ‘receivers general of public imo- 
ney,” which said officers shall hold their respective 
offices for the term of four years, unless sooner re- 
moved therefrom, one of which shall be located in 
the city of New York, in the state of New York; 


one other of which shall be located at the city of 


Boston, in the state of Massachusetts; one other of 
which shall be located at the city of Charleston, in 
the state of South Carolina; and the remaining one 
of which shall be located in the city of St. Louis, 
in the state of Missouri, and all of which said offi- 
cers shall give bonds to the United States, with 
sureties, according to the provisions hereinafter con- 


tained, for the faithful discharge of the duties of 


their respective offices. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the trea- 
surer of the United States, the treasurer of the mint 
of the United States, the treasurers, and those act- 
ing as such, of the various branch mints, all col- 
lectors of the customs, all surveyors of the customs 
acting also as collectors, all receivers genera: of 
public moneys, all receivers of public moneys at 
the several land offices, and all postmasters, ex- 
cept as hereinafter particularly provided, be, and 
they are hereby, required to keep safety, without 
loaning or using, all the public money collected by 
them, or otherwise at any time placed in their pos- 
session and custody, till the same is oidered by the 
proper department or officer of the government to 
be transferred or paid out, and when such orders 
for transfer or payment are received, faithfully and 
promptly to make the same as directed, and to do 
and perform all other duties as fiscal agents of the 
government, which may be imposed by this or 
any other acts of congress, by any regulation of the 
treasury department, made in conformity to law, 
and also to do and perform all acts and duties re- 
quired by law, or by direction of any of the execu- 
tive departments of the government, by agents for 
paying pensions, or for making any other disburse- 
ments which either of the heads of these depart- 
ments may be required by law to make, and which 
are of acharacter to be made by the depositories 
hereby constituted consistently with the other offi- 
cial duties imposed upon them. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacied, That the trea- 
surer of the United States, the treasurer of the mint 
of the United States, the treasurer of the branch 
mint at New Orleans, and the receivers general of 
public money herein before directed to be appoint- 
ed shall, respectively, give bonds to the United 
States in such form,and for such amounts, as shall 
be directed by the secretary of the treasury, by and 
with the advice and consent of the president, with 
sureties to the satisfaction of the solicitor of the 
treasury, and shall from time to time, renew, 
strengthen and increase their official bonds, as the 
secretary of the treasury, with the consent of the 
president may direct; any law in reference to any 
of the official bonds of any of the said officers to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

See, 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the secretary of the treasury, at as 
early a day as possible after the passage of this act 
to require from the several depositories hereby con- 
stituted and whose official bonds are not herein be- 
fore provided for, to execute bonds new and suitable 


imposed upon them respectively by. this act, and 
with sureties and in sums such as shall seem rea- 
sonable and safe to the solicitor of the treasury and 
from time to time to require such bonds to be renew- 
ed and increased in »mount and strengthened by new 
sureties, to eet any increasing responsibility which 
may grow ont of accumulations of money in the 
hands of the depository, or out of any other duty or 
responsibility arising under this or any other law of 
congress. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all collec- 
tors and receivers of public money of every charac- 
acter and discription within the District of Columbia 
shall as. frequently as they may be directed by the 
secretary of the treasury or the postmaster general, 
so to do, pay over to the treasurer of the United States 
at the treasury thereof, all public unoneys collected 
by them, or in their hands; that all such collectors 
and receivers of public moneys within the cities of 
Philadelphia and New Orleans shall upon the same 
direction, pay over to the treasurers of the mints in 
their respective cities, at the said mints, all public 
moneys collected by them or in their hands and that 
all such collectors and receivers of public moneys 
within the cities of New York, Boston, Charleston, 
and St. Louis, shall, upon the same direction pay 
over tothe receivers general of public money in 
their respective cities, at their offices respectively 
all the public moneys collected by them, or in their 
hands, to be safely kept by the said respective de- 
positories, until otherwise disposed of according to 
law, and it shall be the duty of the said secretary 
and postinaster general to direct such payments by 
the said collectors and receivers at all the said places, 
at least as ofien as once in each week, and as much 
more frequently in all cases, as they in their discre- 
tion may ar aN 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the secretary of the treasury to trans- 
fer the moneys in the hands of any depository here- 
by constituted, to the treasury of the United States; 
to the mint at Philadelphia, to the branch mint at 
New Orleans, or to the offices of either of the re- 
ceivers general of public moneys, by this act direct- 
ed to be appointed; to be there safely kept, accord- 
ing to the provisions of this act; and also to transfer 
moneys in the hands of any one depository consti- 
tuted by this act to any other depositary the safety of 
the public moneys, and the convenience of the pub- 
lic. service shall seem to him to require: which au- 
thority to transfer the moneys belonging to the post 
office department is also hereby conferred upon the 
postmaster general so far as its exercise by him may 
be consistent with the provisions of the exiatin 
laws; and every depository constituted by this act 
shall keep his account of the money paid to or depo- 
sited with him, belonging to the post office depart- 
ment, seperate and distinct from the account kept 
by him of other public money so paid or deposited. 
And for the purpose of payments on the public ac- 
count, it shall be lawful for the treasurer of the 
United States to draw upon any of the said deposi- 
tories, as he may think most conducive to the public 
interests, or to the convenience of the public credi- 
tors, or both. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the mo- 
neys in the hands, care and eustody, of any of the 
depositaries constituted by this act, shall be consi- 
dered and held as deposited to the credit of the trea- 
surer of the United States, and shall be at all times, 
subject to his draft, whether made for transfer or 
disbursement, in the same manner as though the said 
moneys were actually in the treasury of the United 
States; and each depositary shall make returns to the 
treasury and post office department of all moneys re- 
ceived and paid by him, at such times, and in such 
form, as shall be directed by the secretary of the 
treasury, or the postmaster general. 

Sec. 12, And be it further enacted, That the se- 
cretary of the treasury shail be, and he is hereby 
authorised to cause examinations to be made of the 
books, accounts, and money on hand of the several 
depositaries constituted by this act; and for that pur- 
pose to appoint special agents, as occasion may re- 
quire, with such compensation as he may think 
reaonable, to be fixed and declared at the time of 
each appointment. The agents selected to make 
these examinations shail be instructed to examine as 
well the books, accounts and returns, of the officers, 
as the money on hand, and the manner of its being 
kept, to the end that uniformity and accuracy in the 
accounts, as well as safety to the public moneys ay 
be secured thereby. 

See. 13. And be it further enacted, Thatin addi- 
tion to the examinations provided for in the last pre- 
ceding section, and as a further guard over the pub- 
lic moneys, it shall be the duty of each naval officer 
and surveyor, as a check upon the receiver general of 
public moneys, or collector of the customs, of their 





respective districts; of each register of a land office, 
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as a check upon the receiver of his land office; and 
of the directors and superintendent of each mint 
and branch mint when separate offices, asa check 
upon the treasurers, respectively, of the said mints, or 
the persons acting as such at the close of each quar- 
ter of the year; and as much more frequently as 
they shall be directed by the secretary of the trea- 
sury, todo so, to examine the books, accounts, re- 
turns. and money on hand, of the receivers general 
of public money, collectors, receivers of land offices, 
treasurers, and persons acting as such and to make 
a full, accurate, and faithful, return to the treasury 
departinent of their condition. ; 

See. 14. And be it further enacted, That the said 
officers respectively whose duty itis made by this 
act to receive, keep and disburse, the public mo- 
neys, as the fiscal agents of the government, may be 
allowed any necessary additional expenses for clerks, 
fire proof chests, or vauls, or other necessary ex- 
penses of safe keeping, transferring and disbursing 
said moneys; all such expenses of every character 
to be first expressly authorised by the secretary of 
the treasury, whose directions upon all the above 
subjects, by way of regulation and otherwise so far 
as authorised by law, are to be strictly followed by 
all the said officers: Provided, that the whole num- 
ber of clerks to be appointed by virtue of this sec- 
tion of this act shall not exceed ten, and that the 
aggregate compensation of the whole number shall 
not exceed eight thousand dollars, nor shall the com- 
pensation of any one clerk,so appointed, exceed 
eight hundred dollars per annum. 

Sec. 15, And beit further enacted, That the se- 
cretary of the treasury shall, with as much prompti- 
tude as the convenience of the public business, and 
the safety of the public funds will permit, withdraw 
the balances remaining with the present deposita- 
ries of the public moneys, and confine the safe keep- 
ing, transfer and disbursement of those moneys to the 
depositaries established by this act. 

Bae; 16. And be tt further enacted, That ail mar- 
shals, district attorneys, and others, having public 
money to pay the United States, and all patentees, 
wishing to make payment for patents to be issued, 
may pay all such moneys to the treasurer of the 


United States, at the treasury, to the treasurer of 


either of the mints, in Philadelphia or New Orleans, 
to either of the receivers general of public money, 
or to each other depositary constituted by this actas 
shall be designated by the secretary of the treasury, 
in other parts of the United States, to receive such 
payments, and give receipts or certificates of deposite 
therefor. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That all offi- 
cers charged by this act with the safe keeping, trans- 
fer and disbursement of the public moneys, others 
than those connected with the post office department, 
are hereby required to keep an accurate entry of 
each sum received, and of the kind of money in 
which it is received, and of each payment or trans- 
fer, and of the kind of currency, in which it is made; 
and that if any one of the said officers or of those 
connected with the post office department, shall con- 
vert to his own use, in any way whatever, or shall 
use by way of investment in any kind of property or 
merchandise, or shall loan, with or without interest, 
any portion of the public moneys, intrusted to him 
for safe keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for any 
other purpose, every such act shall be deemed and 
adjudged to be an eiwnbezz'ement of so much of the 
said moneys as shall be thus taken, converted, in- 
vested, used, or loaned, which is hereby declared to 
be a felony, and any other officer, or agent of the 
United States, and all persons advising or partici- 
pating insuch act being convicted thereof before 
any court of the United States of competent juris- 
diction, shall be sentenced to imprisonment for aterm 
of not less than six months nor more than five years 
and to a fine equal to the atnount of the money em- 
bezziled. Ng 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That until the 
room, offices, vaults and safes, directed by the first 
four sections of this act to be constructed and pre- 

ared for the use of the treasurer of the United 
States, the treasurer of the mints at Philadelphia 
and New Orvleans, and the receivers general of the 
public money at New York, Boston, Charleston, 
and St. Louis, can be constructed and prepared for 
use, it shall be the duty of the secretary of the trea- 
sury to procure suitable room for officers at their 
respective locations; and to contract for such use of 
vaults and safes as may be required for the safe keep- 
ing of the public moneys in the charge and custody 
of those officers respectively, the expense to be paid 
by the United States. a 

Sec. 19. And be tt further enacted, That, from and 
after the 30:h day of June which will be in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and forty, the resolu- 
tion of congress of the thirteenth day of April, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, so 
far as it authorises the receipt in payment of duties, 


taxes, sales of public lands, debts and sums of mo- 
ney, accruing or becoming payable to the United 
States, to be collected, and paid in notes of specie- 
paying banks, shall be so modified as that one-fourth 
part of all such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, 
debts, and sums of money accruing or becoming 
due to the United States, shall be collected in the 
currency of the United States; and from and after 
the thirtieth day of June, which will be in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-one one other 
fourth part of all such duties, taxes, sales of public 
lands, debts, and sums of money shall be so collect- 
ed, and that from and after the thirteenth day of 
June, which will be in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two one other fourth part of all 
such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and 
sums of money shall be so collected; and that from 
and after the thirteenth day of June, which will be in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, 
the remaining fourth part of the said duties, taxes, 
sales of public lands, debts and sums of money, 
shall be also collected in the legal currency of the 
United States; and from and after the last mentioned 
day, all sums accruing, or becoming payable to the 
United States, for duties, taxes, sales of public lands, 
or other debts, and also all sums due for postages, 
or otherwise, to the general post office department; 
shall be paid in gold and silver only. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the thirtieth day of June, which will be in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, 
every officer or agent engaged in waking disburse- 
ments on account of the United States, or of the 
general post office, shall make all payments in gold 
and silver coin only; aud any receiving or disburs- 
ing officer, or agent, who shall neglect, evade, or 
violate the provisions of this and the last preceding 
section of this act, shall, by the secretary of the 
treasury, be immediately reported to the president 
of the United States, with the facts of such neglect, 
evasion, or violation and also to congress, if in ses- 
sion, and if not in session, at the commencement of 
the next session after such violation. 

Sec. 21. And be tt further enacted, That no ex- 
change of funds shall be made by any disbursing of- 
ficers, or agents, of the government, of any grade or 
denomination whatsoever, or connected with any 
branch of the public service, other than an exchange 
for gold and silver; and every such disbursing offi- 
cer, when the means for his disbursements are fur- 
nished to him in currency legally receivable under 
the provisions of this act, shall inake his payments 
in the currency so furnished, or when those means 
are furnished to him in drafts, shall cause those 
drafts to be presented at their place of payment and 
properly paid according to the law, ard shall make 
his payments in the currency so received for the 


}drafts furnished, unless, in either case, he can ex- 


change the means in his hands for gold and silver at 
par, and so as to facilitate his payments, or other- 
wise accommodate the pnblic service and promote 
the circulation of a metallic currency: And it shall 
be, and is hereby made, the duty of the head of the 
proper department immediately to suspend from 
duty any disbursing officer who shall violate the 
provisions of this section, and forthwith to report 
the name of the officer, or agent, to the president, 
with the fact of the violation and all the circum- 
stances accompanying the same and within the 
kuowledge of the said secretary, to the end that 
such officer, or agent, may be promptly removed 
from office, or restored to his trust and the perform- 
ance of his duties, as to the president may seem 
just and proper. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
not be lawful for the secretary of the treasury to 
make or continue in force, any general order, which 
shall create any difference between the different 
branches of revenue, as to the funds or medium of 
payment in which debts or dues according to the 
United States may be paid. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enucted, That it shall 
be the duty of the secretary of the treasury to issue 
and publish regulations to enforce the speedy pre- 
sentation of all government drafts for payment at 
the place where payable, and to prescribe the time, 
according to the different distances of the deposita- 
ries from the seat of government, within which all 
drafis upon them, respectively, shall be presented 
for payment; and, in default of snch presentation 
to direct any other mode and place of payment 
which he may deem proper. But in all those regu- 
lations and directions, it shall be the duty of the 
secretary of the treasury to guard as far as may be, 
against those drafts being used, or thrown into cir- 
culation, as a paper currency or medium of ex- 
change. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That the re- 
ceivers general of public moneys be directed by this 
act to be appointed, shall receive, respectively, the 








following salaries, per annuim, to be paid quarter 


a 


yearly, at the treasnry of the United States, to wit: 
the receiver general of public money at New York 
shall be paid a salary of four thousand dollars per 
annum; the receiver general of public woney at 
Boston shall be paid a salary of two thousand five 
hundred dollars per annum; the receiver general of 
public money at Charleston shall be paid a salary of 
two thousand five hundred dollars per annum; and 
the receiver general of public money at St. Louis, 
shall be paid a salary of two thousand five hundred 
dollars per annum; the treasurer of the mint at Phila. 
delphia shall in addition to his present salary receive 
five hundred dollars annually for the performance of 
the duties imposed by this act; the treasurer of the 
branch mint at New Orleans shall also receive one 
thousand dollars annually for the additional duties 
created by this act: and these salaries, respectively 
shall be in full for the services of the respective of- 
ficers nor shall either of them be permitted to charge 
or receive any commission pay or perquivite, for 
any official service of any character or description 
whatsoever; and the making of any such charge 
or the receipt of any such compensation, is 
hereby declared a misdemeanor, for which the 
officer convicted thereof before any court of the 
United States of competent jurisdiction shall be 
subject to punishment by fine, or imprisonment or 
both at the discretion of the court before which the 
offence shall be tried. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That the trea- 
surer of the United States be, and he is hereby an- 
thorsed to receive at the treasury, and at such other 
points as he may designate, payments in advance 
for public lands, the payment so inade in all cases 
to be evidence by the receipt of the said treasurer 
of the United States; which receipts so given shall 
be receivable for public lands at any public or pri- 
vate sale of lands in the same manner as the cur- 
rency authorised by law to be received in payment 
for the public lands. Provided however, That the 
receipts given by the treasurer of the United States, 
pursuant to the authority conferred in the section; 
shall not be negotiable or transferable by delivery, 
or assignment or in any other manner whatsoever 
but shall in all cases be presented in payment for 
lands by or for the person to whom the receipt was 
given as shown upon its face. 

Sec. 26. nd be it further enacted, That for the 
purchase of sites, and for the construction of the 
officers of the receivers generals of public money 
by this act directed to be erected at Charleston, 
South Carolina, and St. Louis, Missouri, there shal! 
be, and hereby is, appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, the sum of ten thousand dellars, to be expended 
under the direction of the secretary of the treasury, 
who is hereby required to adopt plans for the said 
offices, and the vaults and safes connected there- 
with, and to cause the same to be constructed and 
prepared for nse with as little delay as shall be con- 
sistent with the public interests, and the convenient 
location and security of the buildings to be erected, 
provided, however, That if the secretary of the trea- 
sury shall find, upon inquiry and examination, that 
suitable rooms for the use of the receiver general at 
Charleston can be obtained in the custom house 
now owned by the United States at that place, and 
that secure vaults and safes can be constructed in 
that building for the safe keeping of the public mo- 
ney, then Le shall cause such rooms to be prepared 
and fitted up, and such vaults and safes to be con- 
structed in the custom honse at Charleston, and no 
independent office shall be there erected. 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That for the 
payment of the expenses authorised by this act, 
other than those herein before provided for, a suffi- 
cient sum of money lie, and the same is hereby ap- 
propriated, to be paid out of any money in the trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated: 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That all acts 
or part of acts which come in conflict with the pro- 
visions of this act be, and the same are hereby re- 
pealed. 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 

February 6. The vice president communicated to 
the senate, from the Indian department, a report, in 
compliance with a resolution of the 30th Decem- 
ber last, containing information relating to the Port- 
land and Louisville canal company. This report 
was referred to the committee on roads and canals. 

Also, from the war department, covering fifty co- 
pies of the Army Register for the year 1840. 

The following memerials and petitions were pre- 
sented: 

By Mr. Pierce, from colonel] Many and other 
officers of the 3d regiment of infantry, praying that 
the officers of the line of the army may be vlaced 
upon the same footing, in point of pay, with the 

















officers of the several staff corps. 





0 A SEES 


with ee ae 














———————— a 


the 


ea- 
au- 
her 
nee 
SES 
rer 
hall 
ris 
ur- 
ent 
the 
les, 
on; 
ry, 
ver 
for 
yas 





i: oa 
ie 


De se a tis ish 0 See: 


a se 





isa eae 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—FEB. 15, 1840—CONGRESS. 


397 











See 

By Mr. Nivholas, from masters of steamboats, 
asking the establishing of a light house between 
Mobile and New Orleans. : 

By Mr. Phelps, from John 8. Morton, asking 
relief from liability of surety given for a certain 
paymaster in the army. 

Mr. Benion, a table, showing the state of 
the public debt, the receipts for customs and the 
public lands. : 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, ask- 
ed to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the report of the secretary of the treasury In re- 
lation to the execution of the 13th and 14th sections 
of the act to regulate the deposites of the public 
money; and that it be laid on the table. 

Also; to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the memorial of the legislative council of 
Wisconsin, asking an appropriation for the erection 
of a penitentiary; and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Linn submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested to 
send to the senate his opinion of the expediency of 
establishing a line of military posts at suitable places 
and distances from the Missouri river, near the mouth 
of the Platte, into the passess of the Rocky Mountains 
most usually traversed to descend into the valley of the 
Oregon or Columbia river; the effects of such a mea- 
sure in giving encouragement and protection to the 
American fur trader; facilitating intercourse between 
the valley uf the Mississippi and the great western ocean; 
aiding and protecting trading caravans; overawing and 
holding in check various Indian tribes in front and rear 
of such posts; the number and kind of force necessary 
for such service; the probable cost of keeping up said 
posts; and whether it would be necessary to increase 
the military force of the United States to accomplish 
these objects. 

Mr. Linn submitted the following motion, which 
was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on pensions be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
pensions laws as te authorise the commissioner ot pen- 
sions to pay to the adininistrator or administrators on 
the estate of a pensioner, where the widow is dead, the 
amount coming to the children of the deceased, but, at 
the same time, not to make this fund liable for the debts 
of the deceased. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to take up the re- 
solution submitted by him yesterday, calling onthe 
committee on public lands to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a higher minimum price 
for the lands in the Miami Reserve. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, moved to amend the reso- 
lution, which having been acceded to— 

A debate then arose, in which Messrs. White, 
Smith, of Indiana, Clay, of Alabama, Benton, Walk- 
er, King and others, participated. 

On motion of Mr. White, the question was taken 
by yeas and nays, and decided in the affirmative, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Betts, Brown, Clay, of Ala. 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Roane, Sevier, Smith, of Con. Smith, 
of Indiana. Spence. Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walk- 
er, Wall, Wright, Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Henderson, Robinson, 
Ruggles, White—5. 

On motion of Mr. Wall, the general orders were 
postponed for the purpose of taking up the bill to 
amend ‘‘an act to provide fortaking the 6th census 
or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States, approved March 3, 1839. 

Mr. Wail/ having explained the bill, it was amend- 
ed and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Preston moved to take up the resolution sub- 
mitted by him yesterday, calling on the secretary of 
the treasury for information whether the estimates 
in his annual report included any sum for the fur- 
ther continuation of the Cuinberland road, 

On this resolution there was considerable debate, 
by Messrs. Smith, of Ind. While, Robinson, Crit- 
tenden, Browa, Norvell, Wright and Preston. 

On iwnotion of Mr. Clay, of Ala. the motion to 
take up the resolution was laid on the table by yeas 
and nays—yeas 25, nays 15. 

The senate then adjourned. 

February 7. Mr. Norvell presented the creden- 
tials of Mr. Augustus S. Porier, senator from Michi- 
gan, who was duly qualified, and took his seat. 

The vice-president communicated to the senate 
a message from the president of the United States. 

Mr. Wright presented a memorial from Messrs, 
Quackenboss, Birdsall and Charles L. Livingston, 

sureties of Samuel Swartwont, late collector of 
N. York, asking for an act to authorise a compromise 
with the government of claims against them. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the petition of numer- 
Ous citizens of the United States, asking that a 
duty be imposed oa foreign silk. 

Mr. Fulton, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a bill to establish a seminary of learning 


Mr. Tappan introduced a bill to regulate the is- 
sue and circulation of bank paper in the District of 
Columbia. 
The resolution offered by Mr. Presion, calling 
on the secretary of the treasury for information in 
respect to the Cumberland road, came up in its 
order. 
Mr. Young offered the following substitute for 
that originally offered by Mr. Preston: 
_Resolved, That the president be requested to commu- 
nicate to the senate whether, in the general report of 
the secretary of the treasury, made at the commence- 
ment of the present session of congress, and the esti- 
mates therein contained of expendiiures proposed, he 
has included any appropriation for the construction 
and continuation of the Cumberland road; [and if not, 
whether the omission was unintentional or designed by 
him or the secretary of war.] 
Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table; on which question there was 
atie. Yeas, 20—nays, 20. 
The vice president voted in the negative. 
motion to lay on the table did not prevail. 
Mr. King said, as he had perceived something of 
the kind would pass, though unusual, uncalled for, 
and unnecessary, he moved to strike out the latter 
part of the substitute which made inquiry as to the 
intention of the president and secretary of the trea- 
sury. 
Mr. Walker proposed a substitute for the substi- 
tute. Mr. W’s substitute making the call directly 
on the secretary of war. 
Mr. Tappan moved the indefinite postponement 
of the subject, on which question the yeas and 
nays were—yeas, 22—nays, 22. 
The vice-president voted in the negative. So the 
notion to postpone did not prevail. B Hh 
Mr. King’s motion (Mr. Walker’s not being in 
order) to strike out the latter part of the substitute, 
was then carried in the affirmative—yeas, 31— 
uays, 12. 

The substitute, as amended, was now agreed to 

Mr. Crittenden said the resolution was now a 
mere call on the president, asking him to explain 
the report of the secretary of the treasury, which he 
thought rather too embarrassing a subject for the 
president; and Mr. C. would therefore vote against 
the resolution. 

Mr. Webster made a few remarks, nearly to the 
sane effect. 

The resolution, as amended by the substitute, 
was now rejected by the following vote: 

eehiorr- tener. Fulton, Robinson, Wright, Young 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Betts. Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay, (of Alabama), Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Phelps, Pierce. Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, (of Connecticut). Smith, 
(of Indiana), Sturgeon, Strange, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, Webster, White, Williams—39. 

The senate then adjourned till Monday. 

February 10. The vice president communicated 
to the senate a report from the secretary of war, 
showing the number of clerks employed, and sala- 
ries received, in that departinent. 

Also, from the secretary of the treasury, showing 
an account of miscellaneous claims. 

Also, from the secretary of war, showing contracts 
made by the department for 1839. 


Also, from the war department, in compliance 
with a resolution, containing a report from the com- 
inissioner to investigate claims against the Miaii 
Indians for the year 1839. 

Also, from the treasury department, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of 3d of January showing the 
estimated duties on salt bonntiesand allowances for 
the years 1840, 1841, 1842 and 1843. 

The following memorials and petitions, were pre- 
sented and referred: 


By Mr. Robinson from citizens of Illinois, in 
relation to the completion of the road from New 
Albany, Indiana, to Mount Carmel, in Illinois. 

By Mr. Walker, from the executive of Missis- 
sippi, submitting a report from the state engineer, 
containing a survey of the coast of Mississippi. 

By Mr. Wa.l, from Jas. Brown and thirty-nine 
others, in relasion to the culture of silk. 

By Mr. Tallmadge, from citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking that a duty be imposed on foreign silk. 

By Mr. Sturgeon, three memorials in relation to 
the culture of silk. 

By Mr. Linn, from citizens of Kentucky, asking 
that military posts be established in the Oregon 
territory, so as to protect the trade of the valley of 
the Mississippi in that quarter. 

Mr. Benton submitted some resolutions introduc- 
ed by him in 1831, which were ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

By Mr. Sevier, from citizens of Iowa, asking the 


So the 





in the territory of Lowa. 
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By Mr. Buchanan, from certain half-breed In- 
dians, asking a division of the tract authorised by 
treaty at Prairie du Chien,on the shore of Lake 
Pepin. 

Mr. Smith of Indiana, from the committee on 
roads and canals, to which the subject had been re- 
ferred by a resolution of the senate, reported a bill 
making an appropriation, payable by instalments, 
of asum sufficient to complete the Cumberland 
road im the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and 
Missouri, and transferring the road to those states 
under certain restrictions. The bill was accompa- 
nied by an elaborate report. 

One thousand extra copies of the report were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Linn submitted a document which had been 
before the select committee on the territory of Ore- 
gon, compiled by Mr. Greenhow, a clerk in the state 
department. Mr. L. said he would not be under- 
stood as submitting the paper on the authority of 
the department. He had heard of such a paper, 
aud was favored with a copy; and he must say that 
it was one of the most useful papers on the sub- 
ject, it treated that could be well conceived. It 
contained a condensed history of all the facts re- 
lating to that interesting portion of the country 
from its first discovery, and would give the com- 
mittee great aid in its researches. Mr. L. said 
he could not very well ask for the printing of more 
than the usual number, as he had been so often gra- 
tified in that respect before; but the document, he 
would undertake to affirm, was worth all that had 
been hitherto published. 

Mr. Preston moved the printing of 2,500 copies; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The special order. being the report of the select 
committee on Mr. Benton’s resolutions in regard to 
the debts of the states, coming up, Mr. Grundy mov- 
ed that, when the question was taken, it should be 
taken separately on the different branches of the 
resolutions; and on that he would ask the ayes and 
nays. 

Mr. Prentiss moved to strike out the words ‘di- 
rectly or indirectly,”’ in the first resolution. 

Mr. Crittenden said he had prepared resolutions, 
which he intended to move as a substitute for the 
resolutions of the report; if, therefore, his honora- 
ble friend from Vermont (Mr. Prentiss) would in- 
dulge him by withdrawing his amendment, he would 
move to strike out the resolutions of the report, and 
insert the following: 

Resolved, 'That the debts of the several states, so far 
as they are known to the senate, have been contract- 
ed in the exercise of the undoubted right and constitu- 
tional power of said states respectively; and that there 
is no ground to warrant any doubt of the ability or dis- 
position of those states to fulfil their contracts. 

Resolved, ‘That it would be just and proper to distri- 
bute the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the several states, in fair and ratable proportions; and 
that the condition of such of the states as have con- 
tracted debts is such, atthe present moment of pressure 
and difficulty, as to render such distribution especially 
expedient and important. 

Mr. Prentiss withdrew his amendment: 

Mr. Allen moved that the resolution be printed; 
which inmotion was agreed to. 

When, on motion of Mr. Sevier, the senate weut 
into an executive session. 

And then adjourned: 

february 11, The vice president communicated 
to the senate a report froin the secretary of war, 
showing the expenditures of the national armories. 

Mr. Buchanan presented four memorials from ci- 
tizens of Pennsylvania, asking a moderate duty to 
be imposed on silk. 

Also, from several citizens of Philadelphia, re- 
monstrating against the use of bloodhounds by the 
governinent in the war with the Florida Indians. 
He moved their reference to the committee on mi- 
litary affairs. 

Mr. Benton desired that the petitions might be 
read. He did not conceive it necessary to have 
them referred to the committee on military affairs, 
as there was no snch thing done by the government. 
If their sympathies induced them to make this re- 
monstrance, it was misdirected, and he was un- 
willing to entertain the proposition that bloodbounds 
were employed with the knowledge of the govern- 
ment. He presumed they were signed, like another 
class of petitions, by women and children. 

Mr. Buchanan said he had presented these me- 
morials, and asked their reference to the committee 
on inilitary affairs, in order that the true state of the 
fact might be presented, by their report to the se- 
nate and the country. He could tell his friend 
from Missouri that these memorials were signed 

by a great nuinber of highly respectable and weil 
informed citizens. There were no women or chil- 
dren ainong these memorialists, It is true he might 
have answered them himself, and assured them 
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rida by the civil authorities of that territory, with- 
out the knowledge of the war department; but he 
had deemed it the better course to have a report 
from the committee on military affairs. A few lines 
from that committee would place the whole subject 
in its true light before the people, and disabuse the 
pa mind, which had been excited by feelings of 
umanity highly creditable to our nature. 

M. Benton said he perfectly agreed with the se- 
nator that they were signed by good men, but that 
they were “well iuformed,” he could never admit; 
at least, so far as this question was concerned, he 
conceived them the worst informed. This matter 
was only asserted by the opposition newspapers, 
and it ought to have been known that the govern- 
ment has expressly repudiated the employment of 
bloodhounds in the war. 

Mr. Preston had heard with surprise and with 

réat gratification that the government had not been 
instrumental in the introduction of bloodhounds into 
Florida to hunt the Indians, He happened to know 
the gentleman who had brought these dogs, and 
he would not have come without some authority, 
though he knew not at the time to what extent the 
government might have been implicated. The gen- 
tlemen, however, had not satisfied hitn so distinctly 
on another head; and that was, whether they were 
to be permitted to be used now that they were here. 
He would ierpanes no opinion, but he threw out the 
suggestion whether it would not be proper to have 
a report trom the committee on military affairs, or 
an official report from the war department, simply 
stating the fact that it was wholiy unauthorised by 
the government. 

Mr. Benton then read from some memorials of the 
society of Friends, asking that peaceable measures 
might be tried with those Indians. He professed 
great respect for the society of Friends and their 
philanthropic views, but they were not informed 
of the many attempts made by the government at 
pacific overtures, which had only been repaid with 
treachery and blood. He went into a statement of 
the perfidious butchery of col. Harney’s men at a 
tine when the government and their troops were 
doing allin their power to cultivate the most friend- 
ly relations. If the senate thought the subject 
ought to go to the committee on military affairs, so 
be it, but he did not think it proper to tolerate for a 
single moment the imputations which had been 
cast on the government. 

Mr. Lumpkin said that the longer he lived, the 
more he was opposed to wars and fighting; but al- 
though he would not as a public man nor as an in- 
dividual, have introduced these animals for the 

urpose of hunting these wild savages, yet he felt 
in his conscience that the people of Florida had a 
justification in their use. They had been butcher- 
ed in cold blood by bands of these assassins at the 
dead of night, their houses burnt, and other pro- 
perty destroyed. This was not the first time in 
the history of the country that bloodhounds were 
resorted to for the purpose of hunting the savage 
foe to its lair. He would pledge himself to show 
on the statute books of some of the states, that 
encouragement was held out for the rearing of 
bloodhounds as a means of defence against savages. 

The memorials were referred to the committee 
on military affairs. 

Mr. King, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill to authorise the secretary of the 
treasury to refund the duties collected on the French 
ship Alexandre. 

Mr: Preston, from the committee on the library, 
reported a bill to regulate duties upon productions 
of the fine arts. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. from the committee on public 
lands, reported a bill to authorise the legislature of 
Louisiana to sell the lands heretofore appropriated 
for schools within that state. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Linn, a day or 
two since, calling on the secretary of war for infor- 
ination in relation to the number of military posts 
required for the protection of the trade of Oregon, 
was taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Tappan moved that a bill introduced by him 
some days since, to regulate the issues of bank 
notes within the District of Columbia, be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Merrick contended that the bill should be re- 
ferred to the committee for the District of Colum- 
bia, and had, in fact, made that motion when the 
bill was first introduced on leave, but, from some 
cause unknown to him, no question had been taken 
on it at the time. The bill, by taking its ordinary 
course, (viz: reference to the committee for the 
District of Columbia), could be acted on as early or 
indeed earlier than by any other mode. 

Mr. Tuppan objected to its reference to the com- 
mittee for the Districtof Columbia. He had no in- 
tention in the first instance to move its reference to 
that committee. The judiciary committee was the 





. one, in his opinion; and as that committee 
ad already reported a bill on the same subject, he 
conceived it perfectly proper to let this lie on the 
erg until it was taken up by the person introduc- 
ing it. 

The bill was then laid on the table. os 

The special order having been taken up, being 
the assumption of state debts, Mr. Allen rose aud 
addressed the senate at great length against the 
substitute offered by the senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Crittenden,) when, 

On motion of Mr. Phelps, the senate adjourned. 


_ February 12. The following memorials were 
presented and referred: 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana, from ja commissioner 
of Iowa, asking to be paid for his services in a sur- 
a of the line between Iowa and Missouri. 

y Mr. Young, Document No. 12, in relation to 
the Mormon dispute. 

Mr. Linn moved to take up all the papers relating 
to the Mormons, which had been laid on the table 
ata prior day, with a view to refer them to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Linn asked to have the document obtained 
from the department of state, in relation to the ter- 
ritory of Oregon, printed under the superintendence 
of the author, Mr. Greenhow, and that the whole 
be under the general supervision of the committee. 

By Mr. Walker, a memorial from certain citi- 
zens of Florida, asking a division of that territory. 
Also, one for admission into the union. 

Mr. W. said he had presented the memorial some 
time ago, and expressed his desire at that period to 
have it referred to a select committee. At the sug- 
gestion of the senator from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Calhoun), he had, however, suffered it to be defer- 
red until a more appropriate period, and he would 
se move its reference to a select committee of 

ve, 

Mr. Davis moved that the subject be referred to 
the judiciary committee. 

The propriety of the reference was debated by 
Messrs. Davis, Walker, Clay, of Alabama, Sevier, 
Tappan and Merrick; after which Mr. Davis asked 
for the yeas and nays; when there appeared for the 
motion, ayes 13—noes 22. 

By Mr. Wall, from citizens of Philadelphia and 
New Jersey, asking that a moderate duty be im- 
posed on foreign silk. 

By Mr. Webster, a memorial of the same kind. 

By Mr. Benton, numerous papers obtained from 
authentic sources, in relation to salt and the salt 
duties, which were referred to the committee on 
finance. 

Mr. Prentiss, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a bill to fix the minimum price of the lands 
acquired by the Miami treaty of November 6, 1838. 


Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary, 
made an adverse report on the petition of American 
citizens asking a repeal of the naturalization laws. 

Mr. Norvell introduced a bill to authorise the 
states to tax the lands within their limits belonging 
to the United States. 

The special order having been taken up, the (as- 
sumption of state debts), Mr. Smith, of Indiana, 
occupied the senate until a late hour, speaking 
chiefly in reply to Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Allen. 

On motion, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Friday Feb.7. Mr. Jones, chairman of the com- 
mittee of ways and means, wished that, by consent, 
the house would now go into committee of the 
whole on the appropriation bill for the pay of re- 
volutionary pensions. 

Mr. Pickens suggested to Mr. Jones that he should 
vary his motion so as go into committee on this 
bill at one o’clock, and let the intermediate time be 
devoted to the offering of reports of committees and 
resolutions. 

After some conversation on this suggestion— 

The question on suspending the rules was taken 
by yeas and nays, and decided as follows: Yeas 
109, nays 40. 

There being two-thirds in the affirmative, the 
rules were suspended. 

Mr Jones then moved that the house, at one 
o’clock, gointo committee of the whole on the state 
of the union to take up this pension bill. 

The question was put on Mr. Jones’ motion for 
going into committee of the whole, and carried 
without a count. 

Mr. Pickens asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested, (if in his opimon it be not incompatible with 
the public interest to do so), to communicate to this 
house any information in his possession respecting the 
condition of the citizens of the United States doing 
business during the past year in China; the state of 





the American trade with that country; and the interests 





od 


of the people and commerce of the United States, as 
affected by the recent measures of the Chinese ‘B0- 
vernment for the te par of the contraband ‘or 
forcible introduction of opium into China; also, whether 
the British government has given notice to that of the 
United States of .a purpose to blockade the ports of 
China, or of other hostile intention towards that go- 
vernment; and any other information possessed by the 
executive in relation to the above matters. ~ 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to transmi: to this house a statement of the com- 
merce and navigation between the United States and 
China from 1821 to 1839 inclusive, exhibiting for each 
year the amount of specie; the value and description of 
manufactured articles; the value and description of 
other merchandise; and the total amount exported; the 
Quantity and value of teas; the value of silk goods; the 
value of other merchandise; and the total amount im- 
ported; the number ofships; the amount of tonnage; and 
the number of seamen employed. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 

_ On motion of Mr. Curtis, a bill from the senate 
in relation to the registers of vessels employed in 
the whale fishery was taken up, read twice, and re- 
ferred to the committee on commerce. 

The house then went into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Lincoln, of 
Massachusetts, in the chair), and took up the bill 
making appropriations for the payment of certain 
revolutionary and other pensioners of the U. States. 

The merits of the bill was discussed by Messrs. 
R. Garland, Jones, Banks, Marvin, Holleman, Reed, 
Petrekin and Craig. | 

Mr. Craig proposed an amendment, (handed to 
him for that purpose by Mr. .R. Garland), provid- 
ing that no money appropriated should be placed 
in the hands of pension agents more than one 
month before the time for the payment of the said 
pensions. 

To this amendment Mr. Underwood proposed an 
amendment, pipeoms. for an allowance to the pen- 
sion agents of a certain per centage on the money 
disbursed by them, but limiting the total amount to 
be received for such services by each of said agents 
in one year to $1,500; and yigttogieg any agent 
from using or loaning the public money entrusted to 
his hands, under penalty of imprisonment for not 
less than one nor more than five years. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Stanly, Beatty, Sergeant, Underwood, W. Thompson, 
Leet, Bell, Curtis, Jones, of Virginia, and White, of 
Kentucky. 

In the course of this debate an incidential allu- 
sion made by Mr. Stanly to the course of the go- 
vernor of Pennsylvania, in relation to the resump- 
tion of specie payments, called up several mem- 
bers from that state, and led to some discussion on 
its political condition and its legislative measures, 
The chairman (Mr. Lincoln) attempted to arrest 
the discussion, which, however, the committee al- 
lowed to proceed. 

Mr. Monroe finally submitted a motion which, 
he said, he offered with entire deference to the re- 
presentatives from that state, that the further con- 
sideration of the affairs of the state of Pennsylva- 
nia, now under discussion, be postponed until 
Monday next, and be made the special order for 
that day. . 

The collateral discussion died, however, by a 
natural process. After which, the debate proceeded 
on the subject matter properly before the commit- 
tee; and no action was had when, 

On motion of Mr. White, of Kentucky,.the com- 
mittee rose, reported progress, and had leave to sit 
again. And then the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb.8. The business before the house 
being the memorial heretofore presented by Mr. 
Davis, of Indiana, from the national convention of 
delegates from the states of Ohio, Indiana and 
Illinois, held at Terre Haute, in the state of In- 
diana, for the purpose of recommending such mea- 
sures as may be best calculated to insure the final 
completion of the Cumberland road with the least 
possible delay, which memorial Mr. D. had moved 
to refer to the committee of ways and means— 

And which motion Mr. Casey had heretofore 
moved to amend by adding thereto the following 
instructions: 

«And that said committee be instructed to report 
a bill making an appropriation of one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars for each of the states of Ohio, 
Indiana and Illinois, to be expended on the nation- 
al road in said states, in the year 1840, under the 
direction of the war department; said appropriation 
to be subject to all the restrictions and conditions of 
former appropriations on said road,” 

A debate on these instructions arose, which oc- 
cupied the house the whole of the day, in which a 
number of members participated. A motion of 
Mr. Pickens to lay the instructions on the table 
was negatived by yeas 86, nays 112. The debate 
was continued without any final decision till the 
hour of adjournment. When the house adjourned, 
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Monday, Feb. 19. The speaker announced the 
first business in order to be the reception of reso- 
jutions; and, thereupon, the states were called in 
their order. 

A great number of resolutions were offered 
among which were the following: 

Mr. Cushing submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested, if, in his opinion, compatible with the public 
interest, to communicate to this house any informa- 
tion in the possession of the government respecting the 
assemblage of Indians on the northwestern frontier, 
and especially as to the interference of the officers or 
agente of any foreign power with the Indians of the 
United States in the vicinity Of the Great Lakes. 

Mr. Naylor also offered the following resolutions, 
which lie over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be request- 
ed to transmit to this house copies of all the proceed- 
ings of the court of inquiry held at Philadelphia in the 

ear 1839; to inquire into the conduct of captain Jesse 

. Elliott, of the United States navy, together with co- 
pies of the statements and opinions of said court, and 
of all the testimony, diagrams, and papers taken and 
introduced in the course of the said inquiry. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be re- 
quested to inform this house whether his department 
admits free of duty umbrellas and parasols covered 
with silk, imported into the United States; and if so, 
how long they have been so admitted free, and the 
number or amount of them, together with his reason 
tor so admitting them. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That each of the United States being a 
pers to the national compact, posseses an interest in the 
public domain in proportion to the federal population 
of each, or in the terms of the compact, according to the 
usual respective proportion of the general charge and 
expenditure. 

Resolved, That those states in whose favor congress 
has not made appropriations of the public domain for 
the purposes of education are entitled to such appro- 
priations as will correspond in a just proportion with 
those heretofore made in behalf of other states. 

Resolved, ‘That the entire proceeds of sales of the 
public lands of the United States should constitute a 
tund to be distributed, upon some fair and equitable 
srinc'ple, to all the states of the union; to be applied 

y the states severally to promote general education, to 
be applied to purposes of internal improvement, or to 
be expended as the wisdom of each state may think 
best calculated to promote its welfare. 

Resolved, ‘That the policy indicated in the foregoing 
resolutions would have the tendency of checking the 
wasteful and profligate expenditures by the federal 
government, and would, at the same time, leave abun- 
dant means in the treasury to carry on liberally and 
efficiently all the necessary operations of government 
according to the genius and spirit of the constitution, 


and the letter and intention of the various acts of 


cession. 
Resolved, That committee report one or more 


bills in accordance with the provisions of the foregoing 
resolutions. 


On motion of Mr. C. H. Williams, 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of one mem- 
ber from each state, be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency and propriety of creating a national bank, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Ogle offered a resolution providing for the 
appointment of a select committee on the subject 
of coinage, and directing the said committee to in- 
quire into the expediency of discontinuing the ope- 
rations at the several branch mints of the United 
States, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

And Mr. O. moved a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of considering the resolution at this 
tiine, and asked the yeas and nays on that motion, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were— 
yeas 61—nays 104. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Wise offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, 'That the secretary of war be requested to 
furnish this house with all the information in his pos- 
session, or on file in his department, respecting the im- 
pa and employment of bloodhounds and their 
‘ecpers (if foreign keepers have been employed) by 
the war department or by the authorities of the terri- 
tory in the Florida war with the Seminole Indians. 

Lhe resolution was ordered to lie over one day. 

In pursuance of notice heretofore given, Mr. Jn- 
drews, of Kentucky, introduced a bill allowing the 
trustees of Centre college to dispose of lands here- 
tofore granted to the trustees of the Deaf and Dumb 
asylum of the state of Kentucky; which was read 
twice, and referred to the committee on the public 
lands, and ordered to be printed. 

In pursuance of notice heretofore given by him, 
Mr. Graves (the state of Kentucky having been 
cailed) introduced a bill to authorise the purchase 
Of the stock held by individuals in the Louisville 
and Portland canal, and to make the navigation 
thereof free. | 

The bill having been read twice— 

Mr. Graves said it had been his intention to sub- 








gentlemen, he would, as the states had not yet been 
called through, waive his right to speak at this time. 
The subject had been before the house for six years, 
without any action or vote on its part, although the 
senate had passed the bill on two occasions almost 
without objection. In consideration of this fact, 
he hoped the house would agree to the motion he 
now submnitted, that the bill be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, and 
that it be made the special order for the 3d of 
March. 

After some conversation on a point of order, a 
division of the question was moved and ordered. 

And the question being taken, the bill was re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole on the state | 
of the union. , 

Mr. Graves then waived his motion for the spe- 
cial order; and, on his motion, the bill, together 
with a report made at the last session of congress 
on the subject, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Crockett, in pursuance of notice given, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend an 
act entitled an act to authorise the state of Tennes- 
see to issue grants, &c. Read twice, and referred 
to the committee on the public lands. 

Mr. Bell,in pursuance of notice heretofore given, | 
asked leave to introduce a bill to secure the free- 
dom of elections, and to provide more effectually 
for the administration of executive patronage. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. Bell moved that leave be granted. 

Mr. Turney asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

The question was taken on the motion for leave 
to eta, the bill, and was decided in the affir- 
mative: yeas 91—nays 74. So leave was granted. 

The bill was read a first time— 

Mr. Cave Johnson, moved the question of con- 
sideration, 

Mr, Bell gave notice of his intention to debate, 
and the bill lies over. 

On leave given, Mr. Bell introduced another bill 
entitied a bill to repeal the first and second sections 
of an act entitled an act to limit the terin of cer- 
tain offices therein named, and for other purposes, 
approved May 15, 1820. 

The bill having been read twice— 

Mr. Beil said he wished that the bill should take 
its place with the bills on the table, on second 
reading. 

Mr. Petrikin moved the reference of the bill to 
the committee on the judiciary, and it was referred 
accordingly. 

Mr. Curtis, in pursuance of notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of cer- 
tain debtors to the United States, and to repeal cer- 
tain acts in relation to such debtors. 

The bill having been read twice, it was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. C. referred to the committee on the ju- 
diciary. 

The call of the states and territories having been 
gune through with— 

On motiun of Mr. Stanly, the house, at 5 o’clock, 
adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 11. On motion of Mr. Edward 
Davies, of Pennsylvania, the reading of the heavy 
mass of resolutions entered on the journal of yes- 
terday was dispensed with. _ 

The other portions of the journal having been 
read— 

Some discussion arose on a motion made by Mr. 
Adams to correct the journal in relation to two re- 
solutions which had been presented yerterday:; the 
one by Mr. Garrett Davis, in relation to the open- 
ing of negotiations with Great Britain as to the 
surrender of fugitive slaves, from Canada; and the 
other by Mr. Rhett, in relation to slaves driven by 
stress of weather into Bermuda, and there liberated. 

The correction proposed by Mr. Adams, as sub- 
sequently reduced to writing by him, was as fol- 
lows: 

‘Mr. Adams inquired of the chair whether these 
resolutions came under the rule on the subject of 
slavery?” [i.e. the rule recently adopted on the 
motion of Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson}. 

The speaker decided that they did not. 

The question being taken on the proposed 
amendment, and there being no quoruin voting— 

A call of the house was moved and refused. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the amendmeiit— 

Mr. Adams asked the yeas and nays thereon, 
which were ordered, and proceeded to make a few 
remarks in support of Lis motion. 

On motion of Mr. Turney, and by a vote of yeas 
116, nays 52, the amcndment was laid on the table. 

The house then passed to the orders of the day, 
the unfinished business being the memorial hereto- 
fore presented by Mr. Davis, of Indiana, from the 
national convention of delegates from the states of 


mit some remarks; but, at the suggestion of several | Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, held at Terre Haute, in 


the state of Indiana, for the purpose of recommend- 
ing such measures as may be best calculated toin- 
sure the final completion of the Cumberland road 
with the least possible delay, which memorial Mr. 
D. had moved to refer to the committee of ways 
and means. 

And the question being on the adoption of the 
instructions, heretofore moved by Mr. Casey: 

Mr. Mason, of Ohio, who held the floor from Sa- 
turday, resumed and concluded his remarks in fa- 
vor of the object contemplated in the instructions; 
expressing his willingness, however, as one of the 
friends of the measure, that the instructions should 
be so modified as to strike out the specific sum, 
and leave it to the committee of ways and means 
to report such an amount as they might think ex- 
pedient and proper, 

Mr. Mason continued to speak till near 3 0’clock, 
and was succeeded by Mr. Parris, of Maine, on 
the opposite side of the question; when. 

Mr. Hoffman, of New York,. obtained the floor, 
aud moved an adjournment; which motion pre- 
vailing, the house thereupon, before 4 o’clock, ad- 
journed, 

Webnesday, Feb, 12. The subject before the 
house was the cousideration of the memorial of a 
convention held at Terre Haute, in Indiana, pray- 
ing for an appropriation for the Cumberland road, 
together with a resolution founded thereon, and 
offered by Mr. Casey, of Illiuois, instructing the 
committee to whom the memorial was referred to 
introduce a bill appropriating one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars to each of the states of Ohio, In- 
diana and Illinois for carrying on the road through 
those states. 

Mr. Hoffman was entitled to the floor, having 
moved the adjournment yesterday, and had risen to 
address the house, when 

Mr. Coles asked him to yield the floor for a pro- 
position that, by general consent, the executive 
communications addressed to the chair, and which 
had accumulated on the speaker’s table, might be 
taken up, and referred. 

Mr. Profit objected. Gentlemen from Virginia 
had occupied four or five weeks of the time of the 
house, and it was hard they should now begrudge 
the devotion of a few days toa measure of such 
vital importance to the west. 

Mr. Coles did not press his request. 

Mr. Cooper, of Georgia, made a question of or- 
der as to a portion of the subject before the house 
(understood to be the instructions intended for the 
committee) being according to rule. 

The chair decided that it was now too late to 
raise that question, as the resolution had been re- 
ceived, and thus far debated. 

Mr. Cooper did not press his objection. 

Various other requests were addressed to Mr. 
Hoffman to yield the floor for the introductiou of 
dilterent subjects, desired by particular gentlemen; 
but finding these requests multiplying— 

Mr. Loffman made a general declination, and 
insisted on his right to the floor. He then proceed- 
ed to address the house in a speech marked by the 
usual elegance and animation of that gentleman, 
which occupied nearly one hour in the delivery. 
Many competitors struggled for the floor, but it was 
given by the chair to 

Mr. Hubbard, of Alabama, who spoke with great 
spirit in opposition to the proposed instructions, 
and to the whole measure. His speech elicited 
frequent bursts of merriment from the house. 

Mr. Hubbard having concluded, the speaker gave 
the floor to 

Mr. Howard, of Indiana, who adressed the house 
for two hours, in favor of the appropriation, and in 
reply to several gentlemen who had spoken in pre- 
vious parts of the debate. 

When Mr. H. had concluded, the speaker gave 
the floor to 

Mr. Pickens, who proposed an amendment to the 
instructions, providing that the memorial be refer- 
red tothe committee of ways and means with in- 
structions to inquire into the expediency of making 
the said appropriations. 

Mr. P. then said he would move and adjournment, 
but suggested that, before that question was put, 
the numerous executive communications on the 
speaker’s table should, by consent, be taken up and 
referred. 

The speaker said it could be done by general con- 
senf. 

And, no objection having been made,a great 
number of executive communications were laid be- 
fore the house, and appropriately disposea of, 

On leave given, Mr. Russell presented a resolu- 
tion directing the committee on revolutionary pen- 
sions to inquire into the expediency of granting 
pensions to certain persons therein named; which 
resolution was adopted. 





‘The house then adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. : 
Appointment. We learn from the Wilmington, N. 
C. Advertiser that captain J. A. Swift, of the U.S. 
engineer corps, has been appointed by the national 
executive to visit France, for the purpose of examining 
the forufications of that country. 


Banks. Western and southwestern banks. The Phi- 
ladelphia Sentinel says:—It appears trom the testimo- 
ny betore the legislature of Onto, that six millions of 
the capital of the banks of that state, ure owned by 
persons not resident therein. ‘I'he bank of Kentucky, 
with a capital of five millions, and the Northern bank 
of Kentucky of three millions, with the exception of 
the subscripuon in five per cent. bonds by the state, are 
almost wholly owned by persons residing in the Atlan- 
lic states. ‘{‘he banks in ‘l'ennessee, Indiana and 
Illinois are also held principally by eastern capitalists. 

Several banas in Mississippi, and larze portions of 
some of those of New Orleans, were established by 
capitals derived trom the same source. lt is supposed 
that the amount invested in these various banks, by 
the ciuzens of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Balu- 
more, évc. exceeds twenty millions. 

The New York city banks, According to an official 
statemeut, the loans of 22 New York city banks, on 
the Ist of Junuary, 1839, amounted to $35,947,375.— 
Same ume this year, 26,900,173 dollars. Decrease, 
$9,047,202. Specie in January 1839, $5,008,353.— 
This year, $4,495,137. Decrease, $513,216. Circula- 
tion in 1839, $5,494,243. ‘his year, $4,023,737. De- 
crease, $1,465,506, 

State bank of Illinois. A member of the Illinois 
legislature, under dace of January 20, writes to the 
eaitor of the St. Louis Bulletin, as follows: ‘I have 
just been informed by one of the bank investigating 
committee, that the bank js in a better condition than 
any similar institution in the United States. Her lia- 
biuties amount to about $3,000,000, and her means to 
ture than $7,000,000, although some of the committee 
think that some of the transactions have been impru- 
dent; yet ail concur in the opinion that there has been 
nothing corrupt.” 

Manhattan bank, N. Y. Rumors aflecting the credit 
of the Manhattan bank were rife in New York on 
‘Thursday. ‘The Cvurier of Friday, referring to it, 
says: “We believe the upshot of the matter 1s this, 
that the cashier of the instituuon has advanced money 
on the hypothecation of a large amount of shares in 
Kentucky bank stock, it is said $500,000, on which 
there is now a heavy deficiency. ‘I'he cashier says he 
made the loan tor the bank, butthe directors retuse 
to recognise it assuch, they having had no knowledge 
of the transaction. At any rate, It cannot in any way 
atiect the solvency of the bank, its surplus fund alone 
being more than adequate to meet the deficiency.” 

Bank resolutions. ‘he resolution passed by the 
bank some time ago, allowing an extension upon all 
discounted business paper of sixty days, on the pay- 
ment of ten per cent. uf the principal, expired a tew 
days since. We understand the bank has extended 
the resolution for sixty days longer, but now requires 
that on all discounted business notes, one-half shall 
be paid up. (Miss. Rep. 


Canada. It was rumored in town yesterday after- 
noon, that a despatch had been received from ‘L'oronto, 
announcing that sir Geo. Arthur had ceased to be 
lieutenant governor of Upper Canada, and that the 
honorable Mr. Chiet Justice Stuart had been sworn in 
administrator of the government; also, that one-half of 
the proceeds of the Jesuits’ estates and of the semina- 
ry of St. Sulpice was to be appropriated to Upper Ca- 
nada Catholics from the date of the union, as the 
grants were originally given for the support of the 
Roman Catholic religion “in the province of Quebec,” 
which then included both the provinces of the Cana- 
das. [Montreal Herald. 

‘’‘he sum of $160,000 has been appropriated by the 
Canidiau assembly to indemnify persons for losses aris- 
ing out of the late invasions of the provinces. ‘ihe mo- 
tion originally emanated from col. Prince. 


Canal. The canal commissioners of Pennsylvania 
have the following reference to the tide water canal, 
in their Jate report. 

The tide water canal, extending from Columbia to 
Havre de Grace, on the Chesapeake, having been com- 
pleted during the present season, and the Wisconisco 
canal being 1n a state of forwardness, an Immense In- 
crease of business upon this division may be confi- 
dently anticipated. ‘I'he Susquehanna canal trade, hi- 
therto comparatively uniinportant, will now commence 
with renewed energy, and will doubtless furnish a 
greater amount of tounage than that heretofore derived 
from all other sources on the Susquehanna canal. ‘To 
accommodate the increase of trade, the board would 
respectfully urge upon the legislature the propriety of 
doubling all the locks on this division during the ensu- 
ing year. [f this suggestion should meet the approba- 
tion of the legislature, an appropriation of $90,000 will 
be required to carry it into efiect. 


Copper mines. We learn that some new valuable 
discoveries of copper have been made on the Current 
river, in the southern part of this state, about sixty 
miles from Belleview, and some distance above the 
former discoveries made on that river. We have not 
received a particular description of the mines, but if 
the reports of their extent and richness be true, they 
greatly exceed any yet discovered. Will some of our 
southern friends let us know more of this matter. 

(St. Louis Rep. 


|. Exploring expedition. Mr. B. ©. Cutler, of Brooklyn, 
has received a letter from the exploring expedition, dat- 
ed Mataval bay, Island of Otaheite, September 1st, 
1839, and post marked Woods’ Hole, Mass. 26th Jan. 
1840. It is from commander Hudson, of the U. S. 
= Peacock. He speaks of capt. Wilkes and the 
officers and crews being on shore. Nothing said of the 
missing vessel. The expedition, at the date above 
mentioned, was on its way to the far south, being last 
from Callao and, (we presume), the Sandwich islands. 
From the tenor of the letter, it is interred that the health 
of the squadron was good. 


Fires in New York. The aggregate amount of losses 
by fire in the city of New York within the last three 
months, is said to be at least three millions of dollars. 


Georgia. The plan adopted by the state of Georgia, 
of making payment for the coustruction of the Western 
and Atlantic rail road in six per cent. state stock, 
meets with pee favor among the cortractors. For 
that part of the line extending from Plains to Ross land- 
ing on the Tennessee river—a distance of 33 miles— 
there were 170 proposals handed in. The whole of 
the distance will be immediately put under contract, 
twenty-five per cent. cheaper, it is said, than the work 
heretofore done on the same road and paid for in cash. 


Lexington. A public meeting was held in Boston, 
on ‘Thursday last, at which the mayor presided, on the 
subject of the destruction of the Lexington. It result- 
ed in appointing a cominittee of fifteen with a view 
to investigate the subject of steamboat disasters. Ano- 
ther of five was appointed to present the subject to the 
notice of the legislature. Some of the resolutions, una- 
nimously adopted, censuring the company, and pro- 
nouncing the boat to be “unsafe for winter navigation,” 
are in the face of facts, brought out here before the 
coroner’s inquest. [N. Y. paper. 


_ Louisiana. Hon. Rice Garland, now a representa- 
tive in congress form the state of Louisiana, has been 
appointed a judge of the supreme court of that state, 
and, it is stated in the New Orleans papers, will imme- 
diately resigned his seat in congress for the purpose of 
accepting this honorable appointment. [ Nat. Int. 


Mails. 'The Delaware State Gazette says, that the 
committee appointed by the Baltimore and Philadelphia 
rail road company, returned from Washington without 
making any arrangement with the post master general, 
sothat the mails will be continued on the present 
route. 


Meteors. By the observations of scientific men on 
some meteoric displays, which took place in England, 
and on the continent of Europe, on the 12th of August 
last, it has been ascertained to be entirely practica- 
ble to ascertain the difference of longitude through this 
means. 


Money matters. The New York Express of Wed- 
nesday, P. M. says—The banks of this city have re- 
duced the discounts as follows: 

On the Ist January, 1839, they stood at $35,947,375 

bs “ 18 40, 66 26,900, 173 





$9,047,202 
Circulation the Ist Jan. 1839, $5,494,243 
a“ “1840, 4,028,737 





1,465,506 





$10,512,708 

On the Ist January, 1839, it was supposed the mer- 

chants of the city could not be screwed down below 

the line they stood at—viz: about $36,000,000; but 

we now see that they have been screwed down—circu- 

lation included—ten and a half millions more,—an 
amount even lower than that of the city cf Boston. 


Is it strange, then, that there should have been fai- 
lures? and rather, is It Not strange that there should be 
so few? ‘The banks, just subsequent to the Ist Janua- 
ry, increased their discounts several millions, which 
gave some encouragement, but contraction afterwards 
began as above stated. This contraction, together with 
the fact that the southern and western receipts are cut 
off, has reduced the city to astate of distress in monev 
matters never before known. Itis not surprising that 
the value of every thing has been brought, down—pro- 
perty, produce and every species of commodity—to a 
point never before known. 


Ohio river—freshet. 'The Wheeling Gazette of Jan. 
29th says: ‘The late break up in the Ohio, has been 
particularly destructive to coal boats. A gentleman, 
upon whose means of information, we place reliance, 
states that at least thirty have been destroyed in this 
neighborhood, the loss of which to the owners, will be 
from fifteen to twenty thousand dollars. Many hard- 
working, industrious men, who have risked their all in 
this business, are completely broken up. 


Harris’ Pittsburgh Intelligencer states, that on the 
breaking up of the Monongahela, the ice ran with 
such force as to destroy and sink almost ali the coal 
boats between Brownsville and that city. 


Patterson. It is stated that twenty-four manufac- 
turing establishments at Patterson, have entirely sus- 
pended their operations, and that the men, women and 
children who were lately employed in them, are entirely 
idle, and very many of them literally dependent upon 
charity, for their very scanty allowance of daily food. 





| Newark Daily Adv, 
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Pennsylvania debt. 'The Philadelphia Inquirer says 
that the state debt of Pennsylvania is estimated at $18, 
for every man, woman and child in the commonwealth. 
The tax paying population, it should be remembered, 
amounts to about one-fifth of the entire number of souls 
within its borders. 


Raleigh. The town Raleigh, N.C. has been blessed 
with an extraordinary exemption from disease during 
the year ending on-the 21st ult. The whole number 
of deaths in that period was but 44, viz: 11 white adults 
and 9 children; 8 black adults and 16 children. 


Resumption meeting. A very large mee'ihg of those 
favorable to immediate resumption by the banks of 
Pennsylvania, was held in Philadelphia on ‘Tuesday, 
at which George M. Dallas, late minister to Russia, 
presided. Resolutions were adopted in favor of an 
immediate resumption of specie payments by the banks; 
also approving of the conduct of the 69 members of the 
house of representatives of Pennsylvania who voted 
for the resumption bill. [Balt. Sun 


St. Louis. The St. Louis Republican says that the 
commerce of tha! city has increased about fifty per 
cent. over the preceding year, notwithstanding the pres- 
sure of the times, and the low waters in the rivers the 
past summer. 


Steamboat accidents. We learn that the steamboat 
Somerville, was lately snagged and sunk, near the 
mouth of Arkansas river, on the mpeg 23 The 
Somerville was an entire new boat, built at New AI- 
bany, and cost $35,000, of which we understand that 
$20,000 were insured. A part of the cargo, the engine 
and furniture will probably be saved. The boatis lost. 

The steamboat Western, on her passage from Cin- 
cinnati to New Orleans has been snagged somewhere 
on the Mississippi, and will prove a total loss. 

| Wheeling Gazette of Jan. 27. 


Sub-treasury resolutions. The Rhode Island legisla- 
ture rejected the sub-treasury resolutions. [ Balt. Sun. 


Tennessee. Alexander Anderson has been chosen a 
senator of the United States from the state of Tennes- 
see, to fill the Na > occasioned by the resignation 
of judge White. He has of course been elected as a 
friend to the present administration. 


The northern frontier. It is not generally known 
(says the New York Star) that orders have been trans- 
mitted by the British government to the authorities of 
Upper and Lower Canada and Nova Scotia, to place 
the whole line in an immediate state of defence; and 
fortifications and redoubts will be erected from Macki- 
naw to Passamaquoddy. The principal points, we 
have no doubt, will be on the coast of Lakes Erie and 
Ontario—on the St. Lawrence and the northeastern 
boundary. It is already said that extensive barracks 
are in progress of erection opposite Detroit; that Fort 
Malden is to be repaired; two steam frigates built at 
Chippewa; and other works oj importance in the pro- 
vince of New Brunswick. 

The Virginia tobacco crop. We extract from the 
Lynchburg Virginian’s review of the Lynchburg mar- 
kets for the week ending Thursday, 22d ult. 

We have closed another year and tobacco has been 
declining from February tillnow. The crop inspected 
in 1839, has proved larger than was expected, and has 
exceeded the calculations made a year ago, ful] 8,000 
hhds.; no one estimating the crop grown in 1838 at 
more than 20,000 hhds. ‘To this false estimate, we 
may attribute the high prices which have been paid 
during the first months of the ogee A wild speculation 
was excited, which carried the article greatly beyond 
its value, for we have never had so mean a crop in this 
state. The high prices given in Great Britain has 
caused nearly the whole crop to be exported tothat 
kingdom, which will make the stock there an average 
one. The stock on the continent is small, and stil 
prices have advanced but little. 

Our last foreign advices are up to the 22d ‘of No- 
vember, which represent tobacco as duil both on the 
continent and in Great Britain, and the manufacturers 
buy very sparingly expecting a reduction in price— 
I'he crop of 1839, in Virginia, islarge, and the quality 
very good. We estimate the quantity made at 45,000 
hhds. but should prices get very low, our inspections 
for the year 1839 and 1840, will not exceed 36,000 hhds. 
Our stocks of tobacco in Virginia and the Atlantic 
cities were never smaller, and must continue so for 
four months to come, unless prices should advance. 
Our friends expect from us an opinion as to prices for 
crops, the season; this we cannot give with accuracy 
at any time, much less in times like the present, when 
the currency of the country is.deranged, and moneyed 
arrangements so difficult to make; yet we do think, 
that under no circumstances can tobacco be so low as 
in 1839, for we look at the foreign exports for three 
years previous to the last, and we find an average of 
100,000 hhds. a year, alli of which have been consumed, 
and actually a small stock on hand the Ist of January, 
1839, and the export of manufactured tobacco has 
greatly increased in the last three years. If the 
usual supply be needed, we shall have no surplus, al- 
though our crop is abundant. We have accounts from 
the west, which assure us the crop is large in some 
sections, while in others itis not as large as the previous 
year—we estimate the crop at 40,000 hhds. 


Virginla legislature. On the 27th ultimo, Daniel A. 
Wilson, of Cumberland was elected judge of the ge- 
neral court to supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of judge Wm. Daniel. 
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